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Cranbrook United Church to glorify God by living as disciples of Jesus Christ.  We will lovingly 

proclaim His Good News by word and deed, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 
History  

 
 In April 1926, looking forward to the future, the United Church of Cranbrook secured a block of four lots 
situated on the corner of Louis Street and Garden Avenue.  By November 1927 the congregation had raised 
$10,000 and with a mortgage in hand set out to build our church.  The Church was dedicated with special 
services on November 17, 1929.  It took 15 years to pay of the mortgage and in 1944 there was a formal 
“mortgage burning” celebration. The total cost of building the church was $35,000.00.  (Excerpts from 2004 
history by Pat Ridler) 
 

It was a fine looking building inside and out.  And, in the history of the community it could not have 
been a worst time as there was world depression due to the financial markets “crash”.  However, with the 
“grace of God”, the congregation with their strong believes, held together and supported the financial needs of 
the church.   

 
Burning the Mortgage in 1944 officiated by Rev. R.E. Cribb 

 

 
Mrs. H.A McKowan, President of the W.A, light match to burn the “Mortgage” 

Several ministers from local churches and Presbytery attended   
Community Sing Song lead by Mrs. Norgrove accompanied by T.S Beynon  

230-240 sat down to the Supper. 
Sainsbury & Ryan local contractors won the bid to build the church 

Mission Statement 
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 It is interesting to note a strong presence of a church community already existed in Cranbrook as early as 
1899 and were housed in a small church on 8th Avenue. It was after the Presbyterian and the Methodist Church’s 
union that the United Church congregation was formed. During the coming years many ministers were called to 
Shepherd the congregation, and are named as follows: (early years are approximate dates) 
         Aug.  1899 - Sept. 1900         - Rev Mr. Smith 
 Sept. 1900 - July 1902    - Rev Mr. Bowring 
 July 1902   - Aug. 1905   - Rev Mr. S.J. Thompson 
  Aug. 1905  - Aug, 1907 - Rev Mr. Westman 
 Aug. 1907  - Sept. 1912 - Rev Mr. Hughes 
 Nov. 1912  - Oct. 1915 - Rev Mr. Dunham 
 Oct. 1915  -  1920 - Rev Mr. Keyworth 
    ?    1920  - 1922 - Rev Mr. Robert W. Lee 
 July 1922   - July 1926 - Rev Mr. B.C Freeman 
 July 1926   - May 1931 - Rev Mr. Bryce Wallace * 1st minister for the 
    newly formed United Church. 
 May 1931  - June 1940 - Rev Mr. Ralph Hardy  
 July 1940   - April 1942   - Rev Mr. Callum Thompson 
 Sept. 1942 – Oct. 1946 - Rev Mr. R.E. Cribb 
 July 1947 – June 1952 - Rev Mr. W.H. McDannold 
 July 1952 - July 1953 - Rev. Stephen H. Irving 
 Aug. 1954 – Jan. 1958  - Rev. Ray Woolam 
 Aug 1958  - Jan. 1963 - Rev. Bryan Colwell 
 Oct. 1963 – Oct. 1967 - Rev. A.J. Macintosh 
 Feb 1967 - Rev. Don Anderson 
 Aug. 1968 - June 1973 - Rev. Ellis King 
 Oct. 1973  - June 1984  - Rev. James Ruxton  
 Aug. 1984 - June 2006 - Pastor John L. Lindquist  
 Sept.2001 - June 2006   - Pastor David Morton 
 Sept. 2006- June 2008    - Pastor Barbara Langton 
 Sept 2008 - Pastor Rhonda Piggott 
 
*-*These names and dates were copied from the 1989, 60th Anniversary “Memories of Cranbrook United 
Church”  
 
 Below photo is from a book printed in 1912 titled Cranbrook and the Cranbrook Agriculture District.  
 
 

 
 

Top left hand church – 
Presbyterian Church – 
corner of 1st St & 9th 

Ave. 
Top right hand church is 
the Anglican Church – 
corner of 1st St & 13 

Ave. 
The Methodist Church is 

at bottom left. 
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A proud sturdy Cranbrook United Church in it’s original form.  
 

 
 

Cranbrook United Church  
1929-1989 

 
Were you here 60 years ago 
Or are you new in time? 
Because some great things happened back in 1929. 
The congregation of this church 
Decided it was time  
They needed room to stretch and grown 
A new church they would design.  
The architect they then employed                              
 
And work man by the score, 
A hole was dug, cement was poured, 
And soon they had a floor. 
So through all the summer months 
Brick by brick it grew, 
And people passing said ‘Twas fine 
To see this building new. 

 
At last came that November day-                                       Many things have happened here 
The time for dedication,                                                         As the years have come and gone 
And Rev. Wallace took his place         We pay tribute to the efforts 
To give the invocation        Of that ongoing throng 
Some folks have come and some have gone       It still stands proud and tall.                                                      
And so, though 60 years have past          The “little” children grew 
          On Baker Street in Cranbrook 
                                      But all these folks have worked so hard   

                                                         The will of God to do 
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           Where it welcomes one and all 
       Author – Unknown 

 
.           

Current view of Cranbrook United Church 2009, showing front door changes 
 

 
 

When God made the world a home for man, 
He made a garden according to plan, 

Trees and shrubs and plenty of flowers, 
And birds to sing throughout the hours 
Colours and shape and size as well. 
God loves variety they would us tell 

People are different in size, custom and creed, 
In language, profession, work and deed- 
It certainly is plain for all who would see 

Variety in Worship was meant to be. 
   

  Author- Unknown 
( Editor’s note: These two poems were in the 1989 Memories and say so much to us, it was a “must” they be included 
again) 
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The Cranbrook Methodist Church located on 8th Ave & 1st Street. 

 
 
 

The following “Memories” are reprinted from the “1989 Memories” 

provided by Edna Ferguson. 

 
From Joe Ward- Cranbrook, BC                  Boys Scouts                  1926  
 
 In 1926, I became a Boy Scout as I had reached the age of 12, a requirement of the troops. The former 
Methodist church on the corner of 8th Ave and 1st St S became the United Church of Cranbrook in 1925 and 
was sponsor of the 3rd Cranbrook Scout Troop for many years.  
 My first scoutmaster was a fine gentleman by the name of Martin Harris. Assistant scoutmaster was 
Murray MacFarlane, who was one the first King Scout’s in Cranbrook.  The  church hall made an excellent the 
Otter Patrol, I learned First Aid to pass Scout tests and earn badges that led to becoming a 2nd class Scout and 
on up the ladder to a 1st class Scout. 
 Along the way the troop experienced tour visits to places like the CPR railway shops, the Cranbrook 
Foundry and the City Firehall.  Murray MacFarlane was an enthusiastic outdoorsman so the troop benefited 
from his outdoor lore and hiking experiences.  In 1927, Murray took over as Scoutmaster, and that summer I 
experienced my first Scout camp in July at what is now Sandy Beach on the upper Moyie Lake.  I have great 
memories of swimming, campfires, outdoor meals – in fact all that life under canvas, means to a young Scout.  
 I recall the first overnight hike on a weekend that took our troop to a site just upstream from what is 
now Idlewilde Park.  It was something to hear coyotes howl at the moon! Naturally, the first time out, very little 
sleep was had and much time was spent in keeping a campfire going.  Next day back home I was accused of 
polluting the house with smoke! 
 Following the dedication of the present church building in Novemeber,1929, the 3rd Cranbrook Troop 
enjoyed the modern facility which enhanced the scout program.  Summer Scout camps were then held 
throughout the 1930’s at an abandoned ranch site on the south end of Moyie Lake.  Space and terrain enabled 
the outdoor Scout program to flourish, much to the delight of all scouters.  Also, during the 1930’s, Cranbrook 
experienced an economic slump and population loss, thus scouting dwindled to the one and only troop, being 
the 3rd Cranbrook.  Truly it was kept alive by the efforts of Scoutmaster, Murray MacFarlane, backed by Martin 
Harris and Frank Maidment.  
 Under Murray’s guidance as mentor, the older scouts formed a Rover scout crew, whose motto was 
“service”.  One of the activities that evolved under this motto was to provide help in serving tables at church 
suppers. The ladies, bless them, always rewarded the Rover crew members with home made pies as a special 
treat following the  dinners.  It was on such occasions that Rovers decided the only way to cut a pie was in 
“HALF”.  
 
From Evlyn Wekel  ( Nee Whitter) – Kimberley, BC  1920’s era  
 
 I started to go to Sunday School in the church on 8th Avenue that was originally the Methodist Church.  
In the Sunday school there was a balcony and it was my childish ambition to be in the class that met in the 
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balcony.  I never realized that ambition because we were moved to the church on 12th Avenue before I was 
able to go there.  
 Memories of the “new” Sunday school include – the orchestra under the leadership of Martin Harris; 
the superintendent was George Spruell and my Sunday school Teacher was Gertrude Patmore.  
 Of course, I well remember an important date in life – my wedding day.  Peter and I were married in 
Cranbrook United Church on February 12, 1945 by Rev. Cribb  
 
From Gertrude E. Patmore (known as Trudee) – Victoria BC   1920’s era 
 
 I remember my mother was Cradle Roll Superintendent for years, first in the Methodist church and then 
in the new United Church.  When I was a small child she often took me with her on her visits to the homes of 
the new babies.  Mother was really interested and concerned about mother and child.  She followed the 
growing child with interest, remembering him with birthday cards for several years.  My dad was a regular 
attendee at Sunday worship for thirty years before he heard a word of what was being said.  I’ll never forget the 
Sunday he first heard the sermon after a sound system for the hearing impaired was installed.  His face just 
beamed with the joy of it.  
 I remember the Sunday school orchestra was under the direction of Martin Harris.  My tow brothers, 
Allen and Garnet were members. Allen played the piano and also the saxophone.  Cont’d 
 
 

Occasionally Dad played the clarinet.  The Finley brothers were also in it. Gordon played the violin and 
Glenn played the cello.  I’m sure there must have been others. Ruth Hardy played the piano.  I’m sure none of 
us will ever forget the wonderful musical plays presented by the Mission Band under Mrs. Myrtle Hardy and 
Mrs. MacGillivray. My sister was in several.  
 I also remember when I taught school in Cranbrook, I always had the Senior Girls’ Sunday school class 
and the same group in C.G.I.T.  One C.G.I.T. event I’ll never forget was the day we climbed Mt. Baker under 
the guidance of Martin Harris.  Mr. Spruell who was the Sunday school superintendent at the  time, encouraged 
me in all I did in the  church.  I believe it was because of George Spruell’s and Rev Ralph Hardy’s influence 
that I eventually went into full time church work.   

During my adult years in Cranbrook United Church, it became the custom for me to tell a Christmas 
story at the Christmas Eve service around midnight.  I always memorized the story, even the Van Dyke story 
The Other Wise Men. The last one I told was a long one.  I think it was called The Star in the Well.  It was a 
cold evening and eh church got colder and colder.  But determined to finish the story, I went on to the end.  
Well, I never heard the end of it! And I was never again asked to tell another.   

It may be of some interest to others how the church used me as a diaconal minister, so I’ll the following 
work: 

1944 -1950, Associate Secretary of Christian Education for BC Conference. I worked with Rev. Bob 
McLaren and Rev. Clyde Woollard.  Later after Bob started up Naramata, I worked with Rev. Bob Morris and 
Rev, Doug Rapp.  

1950-1957, in Toronto at 299 Queen St. the former head of the United Church.  I worked as the 
Director of the Sunday school in the Home by Mail and Air.  I worked with the radio program Tell Us Story.  

1957 – 1964, I was in Fort Qu’Appelle, Saskatchewan at the Prairie Christian Training Centre (the 
Naramata of the Saskatchewan and Manitoba Conferences.   Cont’d 

1964 -1968, I was back in Toronto at the new head office of the church, 87 St.Clair East. And was the 
Assistant to the Director of Research, Mr. Nelson Abraham.  We did four years research on the use of the New 
Curriculum before it was published.  

1968 – 1973, I was in Victoria on staff at First United form which position I retired.  
 

```````` 
From Joe Ward – Cranbrook, BC       1929 The Organ  

 
I remember the organ in the former Methodist church on 8th Ave.  As the new church edifice neared 

completion, the elders decided that the organ was worthy of gracing the choir section of the new building.  
Fortunately, Martin Harris, former Scoutmaster and also a man of musical talents, was able to dismantle, mark 
each piece of the organ and supervise its move and installation all in good time for the dedication service on 
that special day in November 1929.   
 This particular instrument was a Tracker organ made in Ontario and had been originally installed in a 
Methodist Church at Fort McLeod, Alta some years before the turn of the century.   
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About 1903 it was purchased and installed in the Cranbook Methodist church.  Being a pipe organ, it was 
equipped with huge hand pumped bellows, a wooden air chest to supply air to the pipes for music as the 
organist performed on the keyboard.  

The design of the Tracker Organ involved a system of intricate mechanical levers connecting the organ 
console to the various pipes.  This dictated that the organist must sit facing the pipes with his/her back to the 
choir.  In the post war years because of age and the fact the air chest was cracked therefore not repairable, our 
church went to an electric organ.  However, the original primary pipers were retained as a background for the 
choir loft.  

For some reason on that special Sunday in 1929, the person who pumped the organ in the morning 
service was not available for duty in the evening.  I’m not sure but perhaps Murray McFarlane or Martin Harris 
conscripted two Boy Scouts in the persons of Gordon Dezall and myself to fill in for the missing pumper.  

I recall access to the pump lever was through a small door at the floor level and there was no direct 
visual contact between the organist and the pumpers.  Gordon, being a heavy built lad, manned the long jump 
lever, while I stood on an apple box to add leverage.  I also watched through a small opening for a member of 
the chore to give a signal that would indicate to us the organist wanted us to commence pumping air.  Thus we 
progress through the hymns and the choir’s anthem.  However, the inevitable happened during the Moderator’s 
message—the apple box on which I was perched shattered with a loud crunch plainly heard throughout the 
church.  

The Moderator apparently never batted an eye, finished is message and with a frantic signal from a 
choir member, Gordon and I managed to pump enough air for the  final hymn! 

 
From Helen Burns (nee Spruell) - Victoria, BC    Fund raising  
 
 I was a bit young at the time of union to appreciate my parents’ dedication to the church and Sunday 
school in Cranbrook.  My parents worked hard in the fund-raising for the new church in 1929.  I do remember 
they planned a large bridge party to be held in our home as fund raising project.  The day of the party my 
Mother received a phone call suggesting this was not a suitable project, so it was cancelled.  My father was 
superintendent of the Sunday school for 10 years.  
 
From Lois Weber ( Hardy) -  Vancouver, BC               1930’s era 
  
 My father, Rev. Ralph Hardy, was the second minister to serve in the United Church on 12th Ave.  We 
lived in the two story manse next to the Methodist Church on 8th Avenue. Cont’d 
  

My parents retired to Ocean Park. My Father lived to age 96 and my Mother, to 86.  
My sister, Ruth, and her husband, Al Johnson (former CBC president) reside in Ottawa.  They have four 
children.  
 My husband is a retired teacher and we have three children.  We live in Vancouver.  My sister and I are 
still touch with our friends we made in Cranbrook United Church.  They include Ann Sutherland Pfun in 
Portland, Shirley Holmes, Faith Webster, Su Hanson, and Elizabeth Spruell.  
 
From Walker Willis - Cranbrook, BC     1920’s & 30’s era 
  

Mrs. J.A. Young (Alma Sarvis) was a life member of the United Church.  She started playing the organ 
at the age of 13 years in the old Methodist Church, and transferred with the same organ to the new United 
Church, playing there until 1930.  Mrs. Frank MacPherson and Mr. Billy Morton were the choir leaders at the 
time.  Alma sends her best wishes for a happy 60th anniversary.                                                                                                                

Mr. Burley Willis and Mrs. Ruby and their family of Elsie, Margaret, Robert, Walker and Gordon were 
all members of the old Methodist Church, and they transferred to the new United Church when it was formed.  
The Willis family was very active in the  church with Ruby Willis teaching Sunday school.  She too, was a life 
member of the United Church and served on all committees including the Ladies Aid of which she was 
president at one time.  

The annual Sunday school Picnic was for several years held at Green Bay. Burley Willis’ truck always 
hauled out the tables, tubs of ice cream and other articles.  In those days it was out annual outing. When the 
church was being planned and money had to be raised, Burley had a fried Ross Pascuzzo a staunch Catholic 
as it stands today.  Ross asked Burley how many gold bricks he was going to donate.  Burley’s answer to that 
was – he would match the same Ross did.  
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 Mrs. Georgie Willis (nee Sims) took lessons from Mr. Morgon, our United Church organist and choir 
leader.  He persuaded her to move from the Anglican Church and she became a united Church member in the 
early thirties.  She and Walker Willis sang in the choir at the time, and that is how they met. 

Walker could not find enough money in the thirties to buy a marriage license, so they waited to get 
married in 1940.  Georgie was a member of Unit 3 but changed to unit 5; she served on the Session and was 
Treasurer for the U.C.W.  

 
 

From Ron Dale – Cranbrook, BC      1920’s & 30’s era 
 
I remember when Mr. George Spruell, superintendent of the Sunday school and how he demonstrated 

to a class of boys the inner strength of a person.  He took a cheap porcelain cup, probably chipped and could 
have been cracked as well.  He put the cup on the floor and then placed his foot upon it with a little pressure.  
The cup shattered.  He next took a bone china cup.  He tapped it with a pencil to make it ring.  Then he placed 
that cup on the floor and stood upon it with one foot, balancing his whole weight.  He showed us not only that it 
bore his weight without breaking but also demonstrated to us quite forcibly its inner strengths.  

I had nearly forgotten that lesson. It was brought back to me when at Expo 86 in Vancouver; a British 
Trade Show did a similar demonstration by placing a Rolls Royce car on four supporting bone china tea cups. 
          Cont’d 

 
 
 
 

Ron Dale continued  I also remember an Easter weekend Scout Camp at Heath Ranch in the Gold Creek to 
earn needed proficiency badges.  Different chores were allocated to different embers. Tables had been set up 
in a long length and had oil cloth coverings.  The last boys tidying up for the evening kitchen duties were to 
wash those tables. During the night we had a fairly heavy frost, and so those tables ere pretty icy on the Good 
Friday morning.                     

Pancakes and sausages on large plates were placed at the head of the tables, and since those were 
on a slope, the plates would slide down the center line.  Anyone needing a pancake or sausage speared one 
as it slid by. 

When the empty plate reached the end, it was returned to the group doing the cooking for a refill and 
the fun continued.     (Kids don’t sound any different from todays when it comes to having fun). 

 
From Ruth Johnston - Cranbrook, BC      1930’s era 

 
My memories of Sunday School include the orchestra that led us in “tumultuous” singing; Christmas 

concerts with Santa’s appearance to give us each a home sewn net bag holding candy, nuts, and a “jap” 
orange, and the summer picnics at Green Bay with all the ice cream, one could consume.  

In the  1950’s it was the  overcrowding in the  Sunday school that forced us to “overflow” into the 
Legion basement then across 12th Ave. CGIT was a happy experience under the  leadership of Gertrude 
Patmore.  

(Editor’s note – I too, remember the Christmas parties in the social hall in the early 1940’s – my first recollection of 
a Santa -Santa was actually Mac McPhee) 

 
From Helen Fiedler – Cranbrook, BC       
 
 I remember being cast as the giant in Mrs. Hardy’s Mission Band production of Jack and the  
Beanstalk.  It is fifty five years since my voice ran out with the words “Fee Fie Foe Fum, I smell the blood of an 
Englishman. Be he alive or be he dead, I’ll grind his bones to make my bread”.  
 
From Ted Fiedler – Cranbrook, BC       1948 
 
 I remember when I first joined this congregation in 1948, there was always the same man at the door, 
ushering and taking up the collection.  He would sit halfway up the aisle on the right hand side of the church.  
He had a very loud singing voice and seemed to control the speed of the hymns by overriding the organist, 
Tommy Beynon. 
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 I was given to understand that this same man ushered at both services and also taught Sunday school.  
He did not own a car.  He arranged to be at the church three times a Sunday for a period of twenty-five years, a 
real effort when one considers that he was a locomotive engineer during the week.  Today it takes twelve or 
more people to fill that man’s shoes.   
 The memory of Frank Maidment will linger on forever.  
 (Editor’s note- Frank Maidment was to become Ted’s father-in-law, as his wife Helen was their daughter.  I can 
attest to the loudness of his voice as I was in Sunday school during his tenure.  Mrs. Maidment was very active in Sunday 
school, also). 
  
 From Beatrice Stewart ( nee Wooding)  -  St George, NB         1942-46 era 
 
 I am wondering if anyone remembers the slight earthquake that occurred during a sermon being 
preached by Rev. Cribb (1942-1946)? The pipe organ shook just enough that most of use thought the pipes 
were falling on us, and we started to leave the choir loft.  I don’t recall the exact topic of the sermon other than 
it seemed appropriate to the situation.  
 We had an active Young peoples Group under the leadership of Rev. Callum Thompson.  
(1940-1942). He gave us good direction and was a lot of fun.  He always seemed to have the answers for quiz 
games until one night we found a question about a street car taking on and putting off passengers at various 
stops.  In a pre-computer time he resorted to the use of hymn card numbers to keep track of the passengers.  
Rev. Thompson joined in the cheering and laughter that resulted when he was asked how many stops the 
street car made and not the number of people.                                                                                          In a 
more serious vein, I remember how deeply impressed I was to hear the Junior Choir sing for the first time “The 
Lord is In His Holy Temple” before the minister’s prayer and also the  reading of “The Other Wise Man” by 
Gertrude Patmore on Christmas Day.                              Cont’d 

 
Beatrice Stewart continued  

Practicing and presenting the Easter Cantata was always a highlight of a year for me. Also, I remember 
the Sunday school library of the thirties in the small room by the side door.  Mr. Lundy was the Librarian and 
after Sunday School, we could pick and choose a story book.  
 
From Ann Burch- Cranbrook        1946 
  
 I remember the Badminton Club which met for play in the social Hall on Wednesday evenings. This 
activity flourished for several seasons during the 40’s.  Rev. W. McDannald was the minister at the time and 
joined the play. Some members of the club were:  
The Vic Browns, McFarlanes, Dezalls, Burches, Lauries, Ted Fiedler, Falkners, Allans, Stan Moffat, The Ron 
Dales, Joe Awmack and Rev. W. McDannald.  
 
From Else Rebbeck ( nee Johnston)      1947-49 era 
 
 Doris Hutchinson, Marilyn Patmore ad I belonged to a United Church Young People’s group when I 
taught in Cranbrook from 1947-1949.  The Minister was Rev McDannold.  He was a lot of fun – laughed a lot.  I 
remember him particularly playing ball at a picnic the young people had at Fairmont.  Playing ball wasn’t my 
favorite ting to do- so perhaps that’s why I recall that game.  We usually met at the Patmore’s or the manse for 
our meetings.  I don’t recall us ever discussing anything too serious, but I do recall the great sociability of the 
group.   
 
From Wilf Prouten, Secretary to A.O.T.S  Late 1950’s era  
 
 There was a group known as the United Church Men’s Association which began in 1932, but since the 
late “fifties” AOTS has exited.  
 A.O.T.S. means “As One That Serves” and it was derived from the words of Jesus,  
“ I am among you, as one who serves” – Luke 22:27.  The aim of the club was to promote Christian fellowship, 
to deepen the spiritual life of men and to develop an effective program of Christian Service.  
 The members have done volunteer cleanup work at Rock Lake and have provided financial assistance 
for special projects such as the Scouts, the CGIT, and the Thomas Crosby  
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(BC west coast service ship for isolated communities) the Red Cross, some chairs for the church and the 
present project – the Bin family resource group.  Back in 1958 
membership dues cost a man $3.50, today (1989) they are $10.00.    
( Editor’s note – the  AOTS group is inactive, however the faithful men of the 
congregation continue to help serve the congregation and are known simply as 
“The  Men of the  United Church” - 2009).   
 
From Florence Brown  - “W.A. and UCW” 
 
 Mrs. Florence Brown as president of the Women’s Association ( 
W.A.) in the “forties” started the creation of the “Friendship Guilt”.  
 Many names were submitted and written on squares of material by Mrs. Lois Sneath, a noted 
“penman”. Those names were then embroidered by numerous people who had paid for each name entered, 
thereby raising funds for the association.                           
 The assembling of squares and quilting was done by members of the W.A.  Upon completion the quilt 
was presented by Florence Brown to Mrs. Nell Thompson who was leader of the Junior Choir  
 The Thompson left Cranbrook, and some time later upon her death, Mr. Thompson returned the quilt to 
Mrs. Brown who then donated it to Mrs. Sneath’s daughter, Jeanette of Sheridan, Wyoming.  
 During the early years of the United Church, there were two divisions of ladies groups, the Women’s 
Association ( or W.A.) and the  Evening Circle.  
 About 1955, the Women’s Association and Evening Circle combined to form one group, the U.C.W. 
and divided it into smaller units. Seven were formed and they were known as Harmony Circle, Wohela Circle, 
Fidelus Circle, Alpha Circle, Priscilla Circle, Mrs. Burch’s Circle and Circle # 7.  
 Mrs. Marie Grant was the first president of the overall executive body of the U.C.W.  
 
 
 
 
From Rena Turner    UCW  
 
 I remember when the Cranbrook United Church Women first started sending men’s, women’s and 
children’s clothing to the  1st United Church in Vancouver,  Layettes were later included.  Toys, books were also 
sent to a children’s hospital in Hazelton, BC and men’s toiletry articles to a men’s hostel in Prince Rupert, BC. 
 The mission boat – Thomas Crosby V received toys, books and clothing to be distributed in the 55 
ports of call on the west coast.  A minister and nurse on the boat ministered to people at various stops they 
made along the way.  
 Other UCW collectables include: 
Stamps for the Bible Society to be resold; Pill bottles for a hospital in Nepal; Campbell soup labels for the deaf 
in Puerto Rico; eye glasses to operations “Eye Sight” in Calgary, they assist people all over the world.  
( Editor’s note- As the  number of “homeless increased in Vancouver, more recently small cloth bags were made for the 
Vancouver 1st United  Church to hold small gifts of toiletry items and other small personal items of clothing; several bags of 
clothing have been delivered from the Cellar, and the pill bottles are now used in 1st United to measure out small  portions 
of hair shampoo). 
 
Also from Vic & Florence Brown - Cranbrook, BC                    Old Manse furniture 
 
 We remember the old United Church manse was on the corner of First Street and Twelfth Avenue until 
1963 when it was torn down.  We purchased the dining room suite that was in it and had it refinished.  That 
beautiful furniture continues to be used in our home today. (1989) 
 
From Ann Burch – Cranbrook, BC                   1950’s  - HI-C Youth, Sunday school Renovations  
   
 I remember during the “fifties”, the minister Rev. Ray Woollam was active with a young people’s group 
called the  “High C”. They met in the south section of the basement. (Area under the social hall). Nola Obee 
was an active leader in the  Hi-C group. 
 Through donations of various articles – lamps, tables, sofa etc., the room was made into a comfortable and 
attractive club room. Beside Christian studies many activities were held – socials, dances and weekends at Rock 
Lake.  Several members attended sessions at Naramata. Some of the members were: Henry Lunn, Malcolm Burch, 



Cranbrook United Church               Reflections of 80 Years of 
Service           1929-2009   

REFLECTIONS of the HOLY SPIRIT AMONG US - 1929 – 2009  

11 

Denton Allan, David Allan, Max Chernoff, Jim Dezall, Sandra Dezall, Donald Wylie, Bob Haley, Dale Disney, 
Audrey Colledge, Ann Horne, Arlene Horne, Anna May Knight , Irene Turner, and Karen Larsen.  
 Also, Anne remembers when the old bare floors of the Sunday school room were transformed into a 
bright, warm and comfortable place. The unfinished ceiling with construction beams and pipes running in many 
directions was lowered and tiled by Robert Scales.  George Burch installed fluorescent lights and the cement 
floor was also covered with tile squares and laid by Dr. & Mrs. Brockington, Frank Fergie, Jack Scott and 
Robert Scales 
 Semi-circle tables and benches were built with materials donated by Crestbrook Industries. The 
changes were brought under the leadership of Rev. Ray Woollam about 1955. These were important changes 
to me, as I was a Sunday School teacher for 10 years and superintendent for about 3 years.  
 
From: Olive and Dave Bjerstedt – Cranbrook, BC   1950’s era 
  
 I remember when in the 1950’s the high average attendance at the Sunday School made it necessary 
for some of us to hold our classes in another location.  
 The “old” Legion Building situated on the corner of 12th Ave. and Baker Street just across from the 
United Church was ideal because of its close proximity the church.    
 Dave also remembered when the spring quarter of Sunday school closed at the end of June with a 
combined Sunday school and congregational picnic held at the old McPhee Ranch.  Children and grown ups 
enjoyed games, races.  Ice cream, topped off with basket lunches and a sing song around an evening bonfire.  
 
 
 

When we serve in Jesus’ name, He gets the glory. – Quote from “Our Daily Bread” 
 
 
 
 
From: Margaret Vanderburgh – Sault St. Marie  1954-8 
 
 One of my outstanding memories of Cranbrook United Church was a sermon by Rv. Irving entitled, 
God Love Variety”.  I also enjoyed Rev. Woolam messages.  On of his particular was: A hammer is of no use if 
the head flies of the handle”.                               
 I left Cranbrook to serve as a missionary teacher in a girls’ school operated by the Presbyterian Church 
in Trinidad. 
(Editor’s note- Miss Vanderburgh was a Home Ec teacher for many years in the Cranbrook High School and a 
great friend to Ruth & Jim Johnston) 
 
From:  Bob Scales – Half Moon Bay            1954-8 
 
 Thanks very much for your note regarding your celebration of the 60th.  It looks like a great a time may 
be had by all.  The note certainly set of a train of memories for me.  Here are one or two. 
 Before Christmas of 1988, we attended a performance of the “Messiah” just after receiving your note.  
Singing in the bass section was a young man named “Beynon”. I vividly remember struggling bravely through 
the “messiah” in either 1953 or 1954 under the direction of Tommy Beynon with the choir there at the CUC.  It 
was a great experience and very hard work. Most vivid is the memory of walking into the church one afternoon 
and hearing an outpouring organ and voice.  I can still hear Tommy and Paul Hielscher rehearsing “He is like a 
Refiner’s Fire” with Paul seated quite nonchalantly on the edge of the organ pit and the music just flowing from 
the two of them – beautiful! By the way, the young man “Beynon” in the Sunshine Coast choir is the son of 
Tommy. Another son also lives here at Roberts Creek. 
 There may still be people in the congregation who remember that I was commended by the Session of 
CUC as a candidate for ordered ministry and that my first wife, Mardy and I were married in CUC. My life at 
that time and subsequently has been greatly influenced by the minister of the time, Ray Woolam, and by many 
of the lay folk of CUC.  I remember particularly the Hielschers, the Vic Browns, the Thompsons, the Fergies & 
Mac McPhee, Mr. Irvine, the Grants and others whose names don’t surface right now.  
 One of the funniest incidents I remember in the installation of the (then) new Hallman organ.  After 
months of discussion – and years of struggle and frustration with the old pipe organ – the new organ arrived. 
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On Monday morning two of us began to renovate the front of the chancel to receive the console.  By Thursday 
afternoon the new instrument was in place and connected up with the speaker placed behind the pipes of the 
old organ.  Tommy was in some kind of musical heaven as he tested the new organ to its limits: beautiful!!                          
 As choir practice opened that evening, Tommy played away as members arrived.  He almost fell of the 
bench when one of the sopranos said, “My, the old organ sounds good, has it been tuned”? 
 Best wishes for a great anniversary and a great sixty years to come.  
 
From Betty Ward: Cranbrook, BC       late 1950’s – Junior Choir on Fridays  
 
 I can remember when in the 1950’s Paul and Vivian Hielscher and their three children, Paula, Shelley 
and Christel were valuable members of our congregation.  
 Paul, being a “product” of the well know Nelson Boy’ Choir under the direction of the late and highly 
respected Mrs. Ferguson, undertook the leadership of the Children’s choir of our church.  Paul’s expertise and 
kind manner along with his knowledge of voice training were evident in the number of boys and girls who 
turned out every Friday after noon for choir practice.   
 As the attendance increased, Paul found it advantageous would to alternate the months when the 
Children’s choir performed- i.e., the boys would sing one month and the girls the next month at the morning 
service.  At the practices Paul would seat the boys with a space between them; he would also suggest they sit 
with their arms folded!   In recalling the practices and the  Sunday morning performances, I thought it was great 
to hear the  children sing their favorite hymn ”Will your Anchor Hold” at the  conclusion of the service.  
 During their residence in Cranbrook, Vivian conducted a kindergarten in the basement of our church 
which a number of children enjoyed attending.  I believe she also taught Sunday school.  Some ladies in our 
congregation will recall being members of Paul’s ladies Community Choir, the Choristers, which I felt privileged 
to accompany, as well as the Children’s choir in our church.   
 
 
 
 
 
From: Vivian Hielscher – Coquitlam, BC.     
  
 We were happy to receive notice of the 60th anniversary of Cranbrook United Church.  It did bring back 
many happy warm memories.  The church was a large part of our life, there choirs, church school, couples’ 
club and preschool.  In addition, we had a feeling of belonging.  Paul’s Mother had been a choir member long 
before.  
 As we run through the rain to Christmas Eve services here, we always think of Cranbrook  On the other 
hand it if happens to be crisp and cold, we always think of Cranbrook! 
 I was reminded again of the impact of Christian education last Sunday when the minister chose the 
hymn, “Come Children Join and Sing”.  Our daughter Shelley, who is choir leader her at Como Lake United, 
discovered one choir didn’t know it, and she told the  congregation of her vivid memory of singing it at choir 
practice in Cranbrook United auditorium’s when she was in grade two.  
 Paul remembers one boy in the boy’s choir who spent an entire year of choir practice under a pew.  
The next year he sat with the other boys.  
 Many funny things happened in preschool.  One little boy couldn’t sit at the table with everyone else 
because he was another boy’s horse.  
 Many good wishes to all.  
 
From: Betty Repol – Vancouver, BC               1960’s CGIT 
 
 I remember fondly the Cranbrook United Church CGIT class I had in the “sixties”. We spent one 
weekend together in an old cabin at Fairmont Hot Springs in on single bed. Most of us spent the night on the 
floor. No foamy’s then! 
  
From Anne Burch – Cranbrook BC       Square Dance Club          1960’s  
   
 The Square Dance club was started in 1960 and flourished for several years during the ministry of Rev, 
Bryan Coldwell.  
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 George Burch conducted and called for those dances which were held in the  social hall on Saturday 
evenings after which the  group would set up the tables and screens for Sunday school the  next morning.  
 The club members of seven squares plus were from various denominations and admission was by free 
will offering.  That money was saved until a sizeable amount accumulated. From time to time various gifts were 
purchased for the church which included hymn books, chairs, and the silver communion chalice and paten in 
1963.  
 
The Kitchen Stove – from Anne Burch  
 
The  kitchen had a large coal and wood stove located in the  “nook” of the  kitchen, and about 1960 still with 
Rev. Bryan Coldwell, the  UCW decided to make the change over to electric ranges.  
 George Burch rewired the existing electrical service, purchased and installed two electric ranges in the 
space formerly occupied by the sink. Further improvement to the kitchen was the addition of the “island” with 
the double sinks.  

 
Friendship 

 
Friendship is a chain of gold 

Shared in God’s all perfect mold. 
Each link a smile, a laugh, a tear 

A grip of the hand, a word of cheer. 
Steadfast as the ages roll 

Binding closer soul to soul. 
No matter how far or heavy the load 

Sweet is the journey of friendship’s road.  
 
 

 
 
 
From Donna Alexander – Cranbrook, BC  Choirs, Organists     1940’s - 2000’s 
 

My earliest memories of Cranbrook United Church began in the early 1940’s when I took part in a 
spring fashion show which seemed to be hosted by Mrs. Florence Brown. The fact it was during the 2nd World 
War helps place the event. I remember a bomber had to land at our airport but overran the runway and crashed 
with little damage to it. I could not go to see it because of my participation in the fashion show.   I can also 
remember attending Sunday school being held in the area under the social hall and later after the area under 
the sanctuary was renovated.  We had wooden pews and Mr. and Mrs. Maidment were in charge of the 
Sunday schools. The church was heated with coal furnaces and the smell of the coal bothered me.  At the far 
end of the present Primary school area was the choir room.  The room had been used by the Boy Scout - 
Rovers at one time which explained the presence of a Ram’s head on the wall.  Dr. Ossie Franklin, church and 
choir member had it cleaned at one time due to the “dust’ accumulation on it. The ram’s head remained in 
place until the late 1990’s when it disappeared during a general clean up of the church!  

My Sunday School days ended when I was in about Grade 3. Tommy Beynon was our choir master 
and played the pipe organ with both feet and one hand while conducting us as he watched us in his mirror. 
Sunday mornings we were assisted into our choir cloths of a black under gown and white top by Mrs. Hilda 
Moore – Rhoda Basaraba’s mother. As the Junior Choir grew in the very late 1940’s and 1950’s we had Mrs. 
Nel Thompson and Mrs. Irene Tobey as choir directors and new blue gowns with beige collars. These gowns 
are still in storage in a downstairs cupboard.   

Junior Choir practice began at 6:30 and the Senior Choir began coming at 6:30 for a 7:45 start time. 
The Senior choir sang at the evening services. They usually presented an Easter Cantata; often the soprano 
melody was so high it could not be understood.  

The Junior choir of girls in my years of membership grew under the direction of Irene Tobey and we 
would hold our own musical evening presenting sacred and secular music year. 

One spring we held a concert and I was to sing a solo with out music or words.  I had a mental block 
for words and was put back on track by faithful Tommy Beynon.               

A few other memorable moments in the early 50’s were with Rev Ray Woolam. Through his efforts the 
CUC held a first ever open air open air church service at the new Rex Outdoor theatre. The Junior Choir sang 
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from the back of a truck parked in front to the screen.  We also took part in services in Jaffrey. My membership 
with the Junior choir ended in 1958 and I left the community only to resume singing in the Senior choir in late 
1962. 

The years in the Senior choir have given many members wonderful musical experiences.  Singing with 
the wonderful voices of the “senior members” and learning new anthems for each Sunday kept us on our best 
musical behavior. We took part in community Christmas carols sing-a-longs and spring time Music festivals and 
church members’ funerals.   Tommy was the choir director for many years and we missed him terribly when he 
passed away in May of 1979.  A Tribute to Tommy is to follow later.  Fortunately, Les Khunert, a very strong 
bass, was also able to play the organ and we managed to carry on until a new organist and choir director was 
employed.  This was a young and greatly talented Chris Mounteer. Pat Townshend has contributed a short 
story about Chris.  After he returned to Ontario, our next organist and choir director was Edna Gilmour, a well 
known music and voice teacher in the community. It was when Edna became organist and choir director that a 
new Hammond organ was purchased from a company in Spokane, Washington. It was during these years, the 
entire Sanctuary was renovated, repainted and carpeted with beautiful blue.  Gary Anderson, a local man and 
architect was commissioned to present the “new look”. The choir loft and organ were moved to the present 
location.   With Edna, we took part in the community spring Music Festival in choir, solo, and duet completions. 
 Our major competition was with the Presbyterian Church, as we were the only 2, four part choirs in 
town.  After Edna’s retirement, Pat Townshend became our choir director. 

 Pat was a music teacher in the elementary school level and likewise we enjoyed her direction and 
great personality.  During the years of spiritual leadership from Rev James Ruxton, his wife Mazy was our 
organist. When the Ruxton’s retired from the ministry,the next organists were Margaret Westrup and Anne 
McKay. They shared the position on an alternating basis. For many years we had a strong 4 part choir and 
were able to present Christmas cantatas. On occasions, we did Christmas cantata exchanges with the 
Kimberley United Church choir. One year we did a combined choir event with Kimberley and took the 
presentation to Baynes Lake Community church.   

The “choir” had many strong voiced members. One year in the early 70’s, we assisted the Kootenay 
Chamber orchestra performing some beautiful secular and sacred songs in a Christmas performance. Chris 
Mounteer was our organist and pianist for the orchestra.                           Cont’d 

 
 
 

CHOIR Continued..For years we took part in the Symphony of the Kootenay’s Christmas program in a mixed 
community choir, singing many of the Christmas songs from Handel’s Messiah. We used our sanctuary for 
practice.  In the early years of the symphony in Cranbrook, a community choir at the time turned down the 
opportunity to sing Ukrainian folk melody choruses to accompany a well known Ukrainian dance group from 
Edmonton. The symphony director Ron Edinger, also a church member, asked our choir if we would assist him 
with the chorus. Under the direction of Pat, we learned the beautiful folk melodies in a very short time. 
Following the first performance in Kimberley, an audience member graciously praised us for our singing 
everything so beautifully in Ukrainian… he was quite surprised to hear, we sang it in English! The rhythms were 
so fast, it could have sounded like any east European language…. 

 Following many years of faithful assistance at the organ and piano, Marg Westrup retired and we were 
blessed with the organ abilities of Ann McKay, an alto choir member. At one time we had a member Bill McKay 
in the tenor section. Both Bill & Ann had lost their spouses, and a romance budded between the two, leading to 
their marriage. Wonderful things do happen in small groups. 

Like many, Ann gave many wonderful years of sharing her musicianship with us. When her eyes began 
giving her trouble at the key board, she too retired. 

In the passing years of Ann M and Marg. W playing, the organ became costly to fix and another new 
organ was purchased. Fund raising became a common event at church and soon the target amount was met. 
The new organ, a Wurlitzer, came from a Calgary firm. As an additional fundraiser, the choir hosted an Organ 
Music event for the public and had a very good audience from a broad spectrum of the community. Ruth 
Johnston was aware of a great organist from Calgary, and we called him to perform.  Donna Alexander was the 
MC, and the choir performed a new piece of music.  The organist, also an adjudicator at music competitions 
gave us very glowing remarks, and we “soared like Eagles” with the complements.  “We Shall Soar Like Eagle” 
was the name of our new anthem and it soon became one of our favorites. The sounds of the new organ filled 
the church and vibrated our musical souls throughout the performances of modern and sacred melodies.   

The choir decided since there was funds left over from the organ purchase fund, it was time to have 
new choir robes.  In 1995 we purchased blue polyester gowns to replace the old black ones. The black robes 
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had been purchased in the early 1950’s. Mrs. Eileen Sutherland a long time alto in the choir was well know for 
her hosting tea parties at her home to help raise funds for the black robes.  

The next organist came to us from Kimberley. Margaret Archibald came well versed in playing the 
organ as her father was a pianist and organist.  Margaret had a wonderful ability to write prose and composed 
the words we used in many of our entertainment evenings. When Pastor Jack Lindquist retired in 2006 and 
Dave Morton moved from our congregation, Margaret too, retired.  We have enjoyed great choral fellowship 
with all them.     

In the fall of 2006, a trio of women took turns in rotation playing the piano for Sunday services. A new 
small grand piano was purchased with estate money left by Mabel Stewart. Pat Townshend, Chris Shipp, 
Karen Clarke shared the duties on a weekly. The organ is played on very special occasions, such as funerals 
and weddings, by Anne McKay.    

It was in 2008, another congregational member surprised us all and Charlotte Ternoway showed her 
special talent of music and filled the position of Music Director and pianist.  

Pat Townshend retired as choir director but retirement lasted a short time and she was back directing 
us for the choral support of Sunday hymns and occasional anthems. As choir members moved away, or retired 
due to age, the 4 part choir moved to 2 parts – soprano and altos.  Pat has been able to call up – “seasonal 
voices and readers” to assist at a Christmas presentation of special music. Lessons & Carols and easy 
cantatas have been the “norm” for several years.  

The choir has played a strong roll in spiritual life and work of the church. For several spring season’s, 
they hosted a garden perennials sale which was often accompanied by a Unique Junk Sale, fund-raiser. Chris 
Plonka, church secretary created the Unique Junque name. Also, in the later years of Pastor’s Jack Lindquist 
and Dave Morton’s ministry, the choir was known for “kicking up its heels” in comical musical programs.  In 
1973, we put together a Cook Book for sale as a fund raiser; another time, we had a picture of the church 
Sanctuary printed on Note paper for sale.         

Themes of the musical evenings often accompanied the special month celebration – such as 
Valentines Day when parodies of love songs were performed. St. Patrick’s Day was another. We lead the 
entertainment at “pie socials’ and auctioning of the pies. Cliff Owen and Garfield Hallborg, were Master of 
Ceremonies for us and added a great deal with their wittiness. 

The choir presented a worship service at the hospital Extended Care and Rocky Mtn Lodge until their 
closures. The Green Home and Joseph Creek Senior’s Care facility are on the current list of senior’s care 
facilities to attend.         Cont’d 

 
 

CHOIR Continued Pat Townshend prepares the order of service and Anne McKay assists assemble the 
music. Both Chris Shipp and Anne take turns at the piano in the facilities. The services are open to all, but it is 
generally United Church members who attend.  

Thus ends my recollections of the choirs and other special events pertaining to the Music ministry in 
Cranbrook United Church.  

 
A Tribute to Tommy Beynon                       from Agnes Smith, Anne McKay and Edith Rose 
 

When Tommy Beynon died in May of 1979, he had given 39 years ministry of music to the 
congregation and the city. 

We would like to present a number of quotes from Rev Will Morrison’s sermon at Tommy’s funeral.  All 
three choir members who spent a good portion or all of those years under Tommy’s direction heartily concur 
with Rev. Morrison’s beautiful and perceptive statements. 

“Music was not Tommy’s hobby, nor a pleasant diversion, but life itself.  
 Tommy’s chief goal as a teacher was to bring out the music already  
 within his students’ soul.  When he played at concerts or the organ 
 at church services, listeners were always moved by the emotion 
abundantly  
evident in his technique.  
At weddings he played old country love songs while the congregation  
was gathering, so that a feeling of joy and love was present.   
His powerful rendition of the processional from the Nuptial Mass 
 reminded us in whose presence the sacred rites would be celebrated.  
When he played at a funeral, the music carried the tenderness of  
Sympathy as well as the strength of hope and made it easier for the  
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Mourner to lift up a heavy heart to God”.  
Organist - Tommy Beynon, L.R.S.M. 

During Tommy’s years the children’s choirs flourished with as many as 40 – 50 members.  We recall 
well as choir mothers, those lively Friday afternoons from 4:00 to 5:00 pm. 
Tommy’s somewhat lack of “conformance to society” was the cause of a great deal of merriment at times, as 
well as concern.  Many of us recall his little snacks and snoozes during the sermon, not to mention getting his 
choir gown on properly.   

Who else could play the organ with his feet and one hand, while conducting the choir with the other, all 
at one time and sing a missing soprano, tenor or bass parts. 

His encouragement to amateur soloists or performers was tremendous. He would say “if you’re not 
nervous, it means, you have no feeling”.  
 
From: Bill Bush   North Vancouver, BC 
 
 Since receiving your request for some memories of life in the United Church I kept asking myself, 
“What do you remember of the fifteen years of going to the United Church in Cranbrook”.  Again and again I 
was forced to admit that the name of one man above all others came to mind ….. Tommy Beynon! 
 When I first arrived in town to teach school at the old Cranbrook High school on 10th Avenue, Ethel and 
I lived across the street from it in the Chester House.  Mr. Lucas had told us about the church so we decided to 
attend.  We had no car, so that meant that we had to walk to and from church.  
 I shall never forget my first church service one evening in September 1944. Providing so much of the 
spirit of the reverence, a man, who I was to learn to know and appreciate, played the pipe organ with a 
wonderful touch.  On our way back up Norbury Avenue (now 10 Ave.) we were overtaken by someone on a 
bicycle, who greeted us warmly while puffing gently, “Oh, there you are! I’m Tommy Beynon.  I heard you sing 
in church.  Would you consider coming to choir practice on Thursday night?  We could certainly use another 
tenor”.  
 From that day forth and for the fifteen years I taught in Cranbrook, I had the pleasure of seeing Tommy 
at choir practice, church services, cantatas and public functions.  He was a very talented organist, but must 
have had extraordinary musical training, too.  One day I was to sing “Land of Hope and Glory”, but the only 
copy of the song that we could find was written for a soprano. Tommy let me have the copy, after he wrote a 
few tonal notations on a scrap of paper, and he proceeded to play the accompaniment from it flawlessly.  
 
 
 
From Ethel Lyons – Cranbrook, BC       - Calling a Minister                                             1946  
 
 I remember when the Pastoral Relations Committee was considering calling Rev. Bill McDannold.  Our 
family had known him in Brooks, Alberta where he was our pastor for a number of years.  
 The committee asked us questions about him, one of which was his age.  I wracked my brain trying to 
guess and came up with an answer that gave him quite a few more years to his credit than he actually was.  He 
was called, and when he arrived and the truth became know, he never ceased to tease me about my estimate. 
 His good wife Evelyn, having endured the “dirty thirties” as a minister’s wife had learned to be very 
frugal.  She was shocked when she saw that the women (not yet the UCW), making sandwiches for a tea, and 
were cutting off the crusts and discarding them – “What a waste!’  
 
From E.C Pascuzzo – Cranbrook, BC   - Kindness and Generosity  
 
 Years ago an elderly gentleman who attended choir in formed us he was eighty-six years old.  As he 
was very frail, it occurred to me he may not be here for another birthday.  I whispered my plans to someone 
and asked her to hold back the choir until I came back.  

I then went to Dave Frame’s home and persuaded him to go with me to his bakery where he had a nice 
cake, iced and ready to go.  I rushed to my home, put a new tie in a box, wrote a birthday card and rushed 
back to the church where the choir was waiting.            

We then proceeded to the kitchen, made tea and had an impromptu birthday party.  The dear old soul 
had tears in his eyes when he thanked us. He was gone six weeks later.  
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E.C. Pascuzzo was the mother of Jim Pascuzzo and embodies the members of Cranbrook United Church – 
caring for others, who go the “second mile” to help others in need. 
 
From Anne Burch      The Candlesticks     1982 
 
 The two brass candle holders on the alter table were donated by Unit 3 of the UCW and the late Mrs. 
Alma Lingard.  They were presented by Anne Burch and received and dedicated by Rev. Jim Ruxton in 1982 
 
. 
 
Donna Alexander     The Carillons   
 
 The Carillons were presented to the church in 1952 by member Mrs. A.C McKowan, and have added 
much to the music in our church and community over the years.  If you compare the church pictures, you will 
notice in the original building bell tower, there is only one set of windows in it, in the recent church photo the 
bell tower has two sets of windows. Yes, the bell tower had to be raised to accommodate the carillon speakers.  
Tommy Beynon played the  faithfully over the years; in the  year of King George VI death, Tommy immediately 
went to the church and played the carillons in his signature way of sympathy and comforting  melodies.  I 
remember this as a child, when children were sent home from school and the sounds were quite noticeable 
throughout the community.  
 As with many older model electronic machines, the carillon has presented its problems, and is not used 
as much as it was.  However, it does have an indoor speaker and can be used by organists who know how. 
         

                                        Carillon Electronics Box Below   
  

Carillon Key Board & Choir Music Stand      
 
 
 
 
From Gaye Dawson – Cranbrook, BC     Christmas                 1988 
 
 Gaye writes that the Sunday school had a White Gift service on December 11, 1988.  The usual 
lengthy line of children depositing gifts at the front of the sanctuary did not happen that evening. The families 
placed the gifts in a box in the narthex before entering the sanctuary. The ceremony was short with the singing 
of a variety of Christmas carols that the children knew.   

Children then went into groups for crafts: paper folding in the lounge and candle making and 
decorating the social hall, Pastor Jack Lindquist joined our activity, Japanese paper folding; following the 
instructions for a paper robin, we gradually transformed square pieces of white paper into doves.  The seven 
and eight year olds needed help from either a parent of me.  The nine and ten years however, seemed to follow 
the demonstration easily. 
 Simultaneously, Dianne Pagurut cheerfully shot pictures of the activities with her video movie camera.  
Later, everyone sat in a large circle on the floor in the social hall where many Sunday school teachers put hot 
chocolate into cups and passed trays of treats; white iced lambs, green Christmas trees and miniature 
gingerbread cookies resembling teddy bears.  
 Two weeks later, I was at the outside front of the church where white paper lunch bags lined the snow 
covered sidewalk on the 12the Ave side of the church.  A lit candle sat in a bag of sand in the bottom of each 
bag which had snowflake cutouts the size of Looney dollars.  Those white lanterns illuminated the sidewalk in 
the icy night air. I recall seeing on my return from the service, one lantern transformed into a pile of black ash, 
but dozens of low flickering lights appeared there, appropriate symbols of Christmas Eve.  
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From Pat Townshend                                                          Organist,   Christopher Mounteer  
 
             I started attending Cranbrook United Church in the late 1970s and soon after, joined the Senior choir. 
At that time we had a very talented, young organist and choir director, Chris Mounteer. He came to us from the 
Toronto area, and was also the rehearsal pianist for what was then the Kootenay Chamber Orchestra.  

He could play both the organ and piano like a dream, and conduct at the same time, (although not all 
three at once!)  He had, being a little on the heavy side, trouble keeping his jeans in the right place- he waist, in 
those days! His feet were also a bit of a problem. In order to be comfortable when using the foot pedals of the 
organ he would wear a pair of slippers that had definitely seen better days, because his toes stuck out of them! 

Joking aside, I much enjoyed his expert choir directing. One of his favorite expressions was “Just a 
titch,” referring to speed, tone, pitch and so on. 

He didn’t have much money, so choir and congregation gave or lent him a few sticks of furniture and 
other necessary items for his apartment, and kept him going from time to time with food. Sheila Gorrie used to 
supply him with her famous soup. 

I took it upon myself to introduce him to cross country skiing. Unfortunately the place I took him to 
wasn’t exactly flat, (for those who know it, the old road to Palmer Bar) and it nearly crippled him!  Being a good 
natured guy, he took it all in good part!                     

Unfortunately after a year, he moved back to the Toronto area, where he got involved in musical 
theatre and some music composing and arranging. He was a big city guy at heart, but we were very fortunate 
to have him, even for one year.   

 
 View of the Wurlitzer organ and pedal system.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This ends the 60th Anniversary “Reflections” from members prepared in 1989 . Their stories give us a great 
appreciation of the work of the church congregation in Cranbrook and viewed as the “Spirit of the Lord” at work. 
 
 
 
 
 
More Memories of church “Reflections” as of 2009  
 
From Margaret Jakobsen, Choir Member 
  
 I was brought up Church of England (Anglican Church in Canada) and was a member of our local 
church choir for many years.  
 When I had relocated in Cranbrook I was looking for a church with a good choir.  At the time the 
Anglican Church did not have one.  When I attended a service at the United church, I knew I had found what I 
was looking for.  Pat Townshend was the excellent Choir Director and as an added bonus, Pastor Jack 
Lindquist was the best Minister I could have wished for.  
 I have been a member for 20 years or more and have enjoyed being one, immensely. 
 I have seen choir members come and go, but the choir has remained strong under Pat’s direction and 
for a few year’s Christy Morton.  
(Editor’s note- Christy Morton majored in music in University and was well trained in voice, could play the 
piano, organ and some wind instruments.  She preferred conducting the choir and attempted to have a Junior 
choir with a few children who attended church at the time of her choir mentorship.  It was a wonderful time in 
the choir, as she introduced modern anthems, and we saw her through her first pregnancy to deliver a 
bouncing baby boy – Nathaniel.  She would bring him to choir practice and on Sundays – special friends in the 
congregation would look after him for the church hour).  
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From Steve Bahrey - Memories of Cranbrook United Church – “Bible Bunch” Study Group 
 
 Aptly names by Pastor Jack Lindquist, the Bible Study group stayed and studied together for many 
years. Although the groups varied from year to year, we tried to keep it to approximately ten people, a size to fit 
an average living room. 
 During a span of about of about fifteen years, we studied the Old and New Testaments as well as other 
books pertaining to the Bible, always beginning and ending with prayer and a social time.  
 The group thoroughly enjoyed the studies and the comradery that developed.  
 
More From Steve Bahrey -  Our Wedding Day, 1950 
 Our greatest memory of Cranbrook United Church is our marriage.  Alice and I were married in this 
church on June 28th, 1950, the afternoon of the last day of school, with Rev. McDannold officiating.  
 It was an exciting and happy occasion, with many friends attending, but specially both of our school 
classes attended – that was very special.  
 

           A handsome Steve and beautiful bride, Alice 
                

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

From Gordon Willis - early Memories    
 

Gordon was a youngster when the new United Church came into being. However, he does remember 
one time when the janitor at the old Methodist Church was the “pumper” of the pipe organ and fell asleep on 
the job. He remembered his mother telling him – “to keep the faith” and be an active member in your church.  In 
more recent years he has been an active reader of the Scriptures, served as an Elder and enjoyed the 
comradery of the AOTS men’s group.  As a result of his mother’s reminder, his greatest experience was during 
Pastor Jack Lindquist’s ministry. By attending the Bible study group it turned his “Kindergarten Christianity” 
understanding to a greater value of understanding the Scriptures and Sunday sermons.   
 
Rena Turner – Happy Birthday event                                                                                  2006 
 

Throughout the years many members have 
special Birthdays – seen left is Pastor Barbara 
Langton with Rena Turner who was celebrating 
with cake and coffee following a Sunday 
Service.  
Rena has served faithfully many capacities in 
the church, CGIT leader, UCW member, Cellar 
chairlady are among a few of her services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The term Reverend was dropped and the 
minister was addressed as Pastor during  
Jack Lindquist’s ministry.   
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UNITED CHURCH WOMEN                                                                                        aka – UCW 
 
 As you have read throughout the earlier stories, the UCW plays a significant part in the life and work of the 
church.  The numbers of members seems to correspond with the flow of church members – up and down. 
However, there are a significant number of truly Christian women who carry on the work in trust and dedication of 
serving the Lord.  The UCW executive in more recent years has had Doris Ellithorpe, Rena Turner, Lorraine 
Frocklage and Carole Haberman. Chris Shipp is currently the President of the UCW (in 2009).  Pat Ridler is the 
secretary for the UCW executive and Margaret Willis is the Treasurer 
 As times change, so do the activities of the ladies.  The Spring Tea has turned into a Soup and Sandwich 
lunch with St Patrick’s Day as a theme for decorations. The Fall Bazaar is still a Fall Bazaar happening in 
November with Christmas crafts, handiwork and tables laden with fresh baking.  For a few years, they held a 
Mitten and muffin Sale.  

 
              

           
Bake Table – always Popular           Tables always full of friends enjoying tea   Abundant  Knitting & Sewing  
 
 There are two units presently in the UCW – Unit 2, with Keitha Pascuzzo as chair, and the Happy Hearts 
chaired by Carol Patton.   
 Activities such as the Cradle Roll – a Birthday Card being sent to babies and toddlers was carried on for 
many years. Bess Dale, Gladys McDonald were responsible for some time and now Keitha Pascuzzo looked after 
the project.  A more recent project is for our senior church members – those 80 years old and over, are entertained 
with a late November or early December tea and music.  Chris Shipp provides the music support and lately Donna 
Alexander has provided leadership in carols, reading of Christmas stories or poems and a Christmas solo. It is a 
time for the members to socialize and get caught up on their families. 
 
 
 

When you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 

that your … secret deed may be in secret – Matthew 6:3-4 
 
 

                             
 Angels serve Angel Food Cake                  with  a smile                        to special Congregation Members 
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Other special projects that have been going on for several years are collecting used stamps, Campbell 
Soup labels, eyeglasses and clothes for the needy.  Recently coffee & pies were sold to the public at Sam Steele 
Days.  
 Regular duties of UCW include – cleaning the kitchen, providing the tea and coffee supplies used from the 
kitchen for after church socials and other special event times. They provide funds to buy flowers placed by the 
Decoration Committee, usually at Easter and Christmas. They also contribute monetarily on special projects – such 
as the kitchen stoves, and new chairs in the social hall. 
 They are often called upon to provide a luncheon following church members funeral services held at the 
church.             
 Throughout the years, the UCW make donations to Men’s and Women’s Shelter funds and give $200 
monthly to the Food Bank. Recently they have contributed $2,500’s to the church.                        
 UCW members have attended Citizenship Court in Cranbrook.  Many found this experience an “inspiring 
occasion often times deeply moving”. They served refreshments to the newly sworn in Canadians welcoming them 
as Canadians. The recipients were reported to have similar strong feeling of gratitude for what the ladies did for 
them.  A residing Judge sent a letter commending them for this wonderful service.  
 Rock Lake Camp has been a recipient of funding from the hard working members.   
 A letter found folded in a UCW Minute book contained the following news from Miss M.J. Stephenson, 
Christian Compound, Ratlam, M.P. India.  It is dated May 31, 1976.  It really does give meaning to the UCW’s 
global work and serving the Lord. It also gives insight to how their financial support of a young Christian in a far 
off country can affect the future of those recipients she will be teaching.  
 
“Dear Mrs. Brackenbury and friends of Ashrita Lalli. 
 
 Greetings to you all in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
We are indeed grateful to our living God for all the love and support you have given to Ashrita through her 
years of study.  She is really so grateful to you. 
 She has written her B.Ed. exams and ready for teaching work.  She should have her results soon.  I 
would be very surprised if she failed.  She already has a teaching position at the St. Raphael’s convent, Indore, 
M.P. She will work there from July 1976. 
 So Ashrita is now on her feet and has been very grateful, Dr. Ashok Lalli – a young dentist, and her 
father were able to give to her. 
 Ashrita is a lovely girl – with a shining bright and beautiful face made this way by her Lord and Savior.  
She has grown in the Lord these last 2 years and has real faith in Him who is leading her and protecting her. 
 Now you will not need to send more money for Ashrita.  She will be earning now.  I hope this does not 
mean we will not hear from you.  Do write from time to time.  Our hymn Book was finally completed by April 
2/76.  So I am enjoying the use of these books at last, with Music. It has 812 pages with 618 songs. It sells for 
$2.50 and is in Hindi language.  
 
Lovingly, Muriel Stephenson.” 
           Cont’d 
 
 
  
UCW continued……In 1976, the UCW took on a large and responsible activity in keeping with in touch with the 
needs of the community.  It opened a thrift store called the “Cellar” and is now located conveniently on #14 13th Ave 
in Specialty Lane – near the church. It handles mainly clothing items, bedding and small kitchen items as well as 
small “nic-naks”.  The Cellar is the main revenue generator for the UCW, and is staffed by church members and 
“friends” of the church women.   
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 #14 – 13 Ave.    Well stocked shelves & racks            Monday PM work crew  2009          
  
 As with any store operation - staffing is a critical part of operations. A Cellar executive managed the 
operation.  Rena Turner gathered people to support the project. Daisy Gunson would call members to help on a 
rotating base.  Isabel McPhee was among others in the passing years that helped with the phoning. Currently 
Joanne Hallborg looks after making sure the work shifts are covered. There are currently 40 ladies on the call list. 
(2009) 
 It is interesting to find out that when the decision was made to take on such a project, the ladies operated 
out of the basement of the church. Thus the name – Cellar was a logical choice for their store.   
 Work crews would set out donated items on Friday AM, taking about 2 hours to do this, have sale hours 
Friday afternoon and Sat. AM. It had to be packed away to have the area ready for the Sunday school the next 
morning. Packing it away was reported to take about one half hour! This went on for some time until a decision was 
made to look for a small shop to rent to work from, as it appeared from the successful support of the customers, it 
was a good revenue generator.  
 In 1977, The Specialty Lane block of stores on 13th Avenue had opened and had a room upstairs.  It wasn’t 
to long before they found out, it was not the ideal place to be. The stairs became a problem for young mom with 
strollers, and the members. When a store became available on the main level, they moved the operations 
downstairs.  
 It was not too many months later, the UCW decided the Cellar should become its own operating entity.  
The revenue generated would still go to the church after their operating costs.  
 The extra generated revenue assisted by contributing financially in many ways. They have consistently 
given large sums to the church; they pay for the United Church Observer to every church member who wished to 
receive it; at one time they covered the cost of painting the manse.  
  There is no way one can completely describe the work of the United Church Women.  However, reading 
through their minute books, they truly have reached out to the entire world through their past supported projects – 
all given humbly in the name of “Service to the Lord”.  
 
    Clothing for 1st United       Support for Pot Luck Dinners               Pie Ladies June 2009 
 

                 
 

“He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water” – Psalm 1:3 
 

Keep eternity’s goal in sight by walking daily in God’s light. – from “Our Daily Bread” 
 
 
“CELLAR MANIA” 

 
A colorful fun time in 2005 at the “Cellar” – with Monday Crew – Connie Carston*, Lorraine Tadey, 
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Jean Bennison, Olive Bjerstad, Connie Proctor, Joan Sherret*, Myrna Johnston*, Gwen Robinson 
in their own “Fashion Parade”.        * deceased members 

 
The  following poem was written by Doris Ellithorpe on the anniversary of its’ 11 years of – Open Doors 
 

Eleven years have come and gone 
Since “The Cellar” we commenced. 

It has done well, as it’s gone on 
In Dollars and in Cents. 

 
But when the thought first came to mind, 

It was for all those folk 
Who needed cheaper things to find 

Or they surely would go broke. 
 

And so, on almost every day 
You’ll find us in our store. 

Where two nice ladies, without pay 
Sell bargains by the score. 

 
Some people sort, some people wash 

While others clean and tidy. 
It looks just great at Tuesday noon, 

But WHAT A MESS by Friday. 
 

We cut rags, cut buttons off 
Our windows we do dress 

To show our latest fashions off 
And hope that they’ll impress. 

 
We try to empty all the bags 

That come into our store. 
But if we take tow out the back, 

Four more come in the door. 
 

Some staff have come, and some have gone, 
And some go on forever. 

And I would like to thank the throng 
For whatever their endeavor. 

 
But some are growing weary now,  

For new blood we do implore! 
So that when they learn the whys and hows 

WE WILL NEVER CLOSE OUR DOOR.  
 

Wednesday AM Breakfasts 2007 - From Barb Kushniruk, Joan Ogloff & Donna Alexander        
 
We had our first breakfast Sept 5th, 2007 and it has run continuously since then.  
 
As it would have been a monumental task for one church to operate, the Cranbrook Ministerial 

Churches were approached. Other churches came on board to take a monthly turn on a regular fixed 
Wednesday of the month.  The churches taking part are the Christ Church Anglican, First Baptist and Mt. Zion 
Lutheran as well as our own.                                                                                        

Captain Ginny of the Salvation Army was instrumental in providing the assistance and know-how 
needed to get the program started and we feel it is the hand of God that has guided and pushed this project to 
where it is today.  Between 40 and 50 people are being fed on Wednesday mornings. 

We give Him glory, honor and praise and thank Him for moving so many people to share with those 
who are in  need and  have less than we do.  
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 It takes 6-7 kitchen staff to set up, prepare and feed the hungry clients. There is often a call in our church 
to supply muffins. To look after such a large undertaking of storing food, a small deep freeze was purchased and 
placed downstairs.  There are unused cupboards to store non freezable items that can be purchased in bulk and/or 
on sale – IE, juices, hot chocolate, coffee, tea, soups.  New kitchen stoves were put in place in the last year – due 
to the age of the old ones and the necessity to have good working stoves. When you expect 40-50 for breakfast, 
you don’t need a stove or oven failure. 

A steam table was purchased to keep hot items hot, also. Breakfasts consist of eggs, ham, toast, hot 
drinks, or pancakes, and other cereals depending on who sets the menu for the Wednesdays. 

In 2008/09 once winter had set in and was very cold, the same churches volunteered to supply a lunch 
on the same Wednesday. This again would see upto 40 plus to a lunch of soup, buns and fillings, with fruit and 
cheese and hot drinks. 

We have been fortunate in the fact that our original funding came from the very first Cookie Walk, held 
in 2006 plus monthly contributions from the congregation via giving’s on Sunday, designating the breakfast as 
an area they would like part of their giving’s to go to. .  

Each church is responsible for their own finances on the day they do the breakfast but there is also a 
"community" fund shared and contributed to by all 4 churches for items used together - such as coffee, tea, 
juices, etc. One year of costs can be upto $10,000 

Naturally, due to the serving of food to a public group, the workers have to be diligent about 
cleanliness, handling and serving food according to the Public Health policies. The new dish washer in the 
kitchen, put in place only in the last few years has been a “saving grace” for the “breakfast servants”. 

  Barb Kushniruk believes this is a wonderful example of different churches working together for a 
common cause -we quote Matt. 25: 31-45 when Jesus says -"I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in.  I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me: now come and take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world"  
  The fellowship enjoyed by the members of the churches is great. When we first started, (Barb 
Kushniruk) I was there every Wednesday and got to know more of the people from the other churches. As we 
go away over the winter, I have only worked on our Wednesdays when I am here so do miss that part but do 
know many of them still.   The fifth Wednesday of the month - when it occurred - was at one time shared by all 
the churches together but now each church takes their turn for the fifth Wed. 
  It is a very satisfying service especially when a stranger from out of town drops in for breakfast.  One a 
world traveler commented, “it was the best breakfast he ever had”!  Others of the regulars also come to the 
kitchen door and give us genuine “thank you’s”, too.  
 
 Jim Ryan        Pat Ryan, Maggie DeLucca, Jean Fagan           Betty Vieira 

     
 

    God looks at the heart, not the hand; The giver, not the gift 

 

 
A moment of happy reflection for a morning of service to others includes  
 Jim Ryan, Barb Kushniruk, Jean Fagan(back row) 
      Pat Ryan and Maggie DeLucca (front row) 
 
 

 
Barb Kushniruk and Pat Ryan were the driving force in getting the Breakfast Project for Homeless to become a 
reality and we are grateful for their commitment.  
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 It was very evident those coming to the breakfasts were often in need of a newer, clean set of clothing.  
Again a need was responded to. Keitha and Jim Pascuzzo assisted by Colleen Brown are on hand every 
Wednesday with clothing for the needy to select something from.  
  Cloths are donated by the participating churches and from our own “Cellar”.  Each fall, a call goes out for a 
supply of new or slightly used socks. The response is as always – unbelievably generous. Naturally they have a 
storage room in an unused downstairs room, and do “seasonal” clothing lines with what is made available.  
 
Keitha Pascuzzo and her faithful assistant, Colleen Brown checking the supply of cloths 

    Below view of storage room with weekly supplies  

 
 

 

 

Happy Hearts , UCW unit  -  From Edna Ferguson 
 

 

      
The United Church Women have always played an important part in the life of Cranbrook United 

Church. For many years there were 5 unites with this group.  In 1985 a need was felt for an additional group to 
accommodate another evening group for working ladies and young mothers.                        Cont’d 

 
 

Happy Hearts continued.. That group became know as the Happy Hearts for which I have a special fondness 
as I was one of the original members. We followed the same agenda as the other units, and have worked along 
with them over the years. 

One of my special memories of my association with the Happy Hearts, was our annual get together in 
September when we made unique Christmas decorations under the direction of Karen Kelly or Mary Lindquist.  
These were always a drawing card when sold at our Fall Bazaar.                                  Cont’d 

Many of our group will have happy memories of attending the Women’s Retreat at rock Lake Camp. I 
have and am still enjoying my association with Happy Hearts and all the United Church women.    
Some past and present members: 

Chris Shipp   Shirley King  Cora Salanski  Edna Ferguson 
Margaret Willis   Anne Mullens*  Betty Prouten  Grace MacGregor* 
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Lyn Orza  Mary Lindquist  Chris Plonka  Annalee Seimens 
Maureen Davidson Hazel McDonald  Cindy Stevely  Linda Holt  
Karen Kelly   Dianne Pagurut  Wendy Penner  Carol Wilson 
 

*deceased members.    
 

 “Death leaves a heartache no one can heal;  Love leaves a memory, no one can 
“steal” 

                                                                         Words found on a tombstone in Ireland 
 

Heaven’s heroes never carve their name 

On marbled columns built for earthy fame: 

They build instead a legacy that springs 

From faithful service to the king of Kings ….Gustafson 

 

 

 
YOUTH of CRANBROOK UNITED CHURCH 

 
Canadian Girls In Training –   CGIT    — From Carole Haberman         1977 + 

 
In the fall of 1977, Marnie Miner called me, and asked me if I would be interested in helping her lead 

CGIT. Our daughters were 11 years old and had graduated from Doris Ellithorpe's Explorer group and although 
CGIT had been very active in our church for many years, that year there were no leaders available to carry on.  
Rena Turner and Hazel Dezall had lead CGIT for many years upto this time. 
  I had been in CGIT in Gull Lake Saskatchewan, and I wanted my daughter, Sandy, to experience the 
friendships and the fun and the growth in faith that I had enjoyed so much. 

Elaine (Dingman) Fawcett was also at that meeting, and the three of us decided to give it a try.   It was 
a very steep learning curve for us, and for the girls, but an experience which blessed my life for the six years 
that I was involved, and continues to bless it today..                                                       

So many girls were active in CGIT those days.   We had enough for three small groups...each with 
leaders and helpers.. At one time, we had 47 girls enrolled.  We purchased extra middies and "rented" them to 
the girls for a very small fee if buying a middy was prohibitive.   The church basement on Thursday nights was 
alive with songs and prayers and games and skits and some very deep discussions about God's love and the 
meaning of life. Many girls prayed aloud for the very first time when we were sitting in our circles, holding 
hands, with heads bowed and knowing that if we were uncomfortable about speaking aloud, we could just 
squeeze the hand of the person next to us, and the prayer would continue.  Many of us, the leaders, 
were humbled at the purity and the selflessness and the depth of understanding in those young hearts 
entrusted to us.  What a privilege it was.. 

During the time that I was involved, many other mothers and many former CGIT members joined in 
helping to lead.  Gaye Dawson, who only had sons, became a leader.   Vesta Mason, a young pharmacist with 
no children at all, became a leader!  Maureen Davidson answered "yes" when asked, and added so 
much. Maureen was expecting when she was a leader, and we all rejoiced when her dear little boy was 
born. Claire and Grace Morrison helped.   Betty Gilholm and Karen Gilholm and their Mom, Mary Gilholm 
helped.            Cont’d 

 
CGIT continued …Marjory Rines, Joy Colombo, Phyllis Barnes and Bernice Pearce, Lorraine Frocklage, 
Dianne Pagurut,  and Audrey Ryan  devoted their Thursday nights and their time, and their homes,  to work 
with our group..  Wonderful people, each one, adding so much to all of our lives.  I hope so much that I haven't 
forgotten to mention someone's name..  My memory is sporadic at best. 
  We tried to do fun things.   We had a "Kidnap Breakfast" every fall, where the older girls and their 
leaders kidnapped the new girls and took them out to McDonald's for breakfast in their jammies.   When we 
went to Leslie Franklin's house to kidnap her, Wilma and Ozzie were already up, but in their jammies...quietly 
helping us slip up to Leslie's room to kidnap her and take her away!! We had sleepovers in the church, with fun 
games and much laughter.  I will never forget the teenaged bra swinging round and round and round on the 
ceiling fan of the Social Hall!!   After every sleepover, there was a hearty pancake breakfast, all prepared in our 
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church kitchen, together.   We climbed Baker Mountain together... and one little girl rode to the hospital in the 
back of our old pickup truck, with a broken leg.  We went to Radium Hot Springs and White Swan Hot Springs.  
We camped at Rock Lake Camp every summer.  No one was allowed to bring radios or tape players (seems so 
quaint now doesn't it?) or to wear any makeup at all...  and they learned the freedom of just being 
themselves!!   I will never forget the Vespers, prepared and shared by the girls, in that beautiful setting..  
Singing around the campfires at night, and performing silly  
skits...  All these things put brick after brick into the growth of friendships and maturity and confidence.  We 
drove out to Vancouver and took part in a huge CGIT Rally...marching through the darkened streets of 
Vancouver, each with a candle, and singing to Jesus who taught us to be a "light" in our own small corners. 
  We became active in our United Church Congregation even though many of our girls were not church 
goers.  We "served" at the UCW Bazaar every fall, learning to "serve" but much much more..   We manned the 
Nursery every Sunday morning, babysitting the many little ones who accompanied their parents to Church but 
who were too little for a Sunday School Class.  We led several Sunday morning Church services, sometimes 
when the minister had to be away.  One that was about "prayer" was very meaningful to me.   The choir loft 
was jammed with fresh young voices in their middies.  But the Church services that we remember most were 
the Christmas Vesper Services, conducted completely by the girls.  We spent so much time preparing for this 
event that by the time it was presented, every girl had grown so much "in wisdom and in stature".  The Vesper 
Service would end with all the girls circling the Sanctuary with the lights dimmed and the candles reflecting their 
youthful beauty, singing "Silent Night".   Do you remember?                       

… Most of all, we learned together to strive for the CGIT purpose.... 
  ."As a Canadian Girl in Training, it is my purpose to cherish health....seek truth...know God.... and 
serve others, and thus with His help become the girl that God would have me be.." 
 Friendships forged in CGIT have endured to this day...and I have yet to meet a young person who was part of 
this time who has not thanked me and remembered the times in CGIT with joy.  I like to think that in their 
journey of faith, that little chapter brought them closer to each other and to our Lord. 
  

When I hear the Mispah Benediction, CGIT memories come rushing back...   and right now, I pray it for 
each of you . 
 . 

"May the Lord watch between me, and thee, while we are absent, one from the other". 
  

                       
 
Lorrie Chorley & Rev. Jim Ruxton            Kitchen Kapers            A Tradition  - CGIT Christmas Service   
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 Claire Morrison with Graduation    A great weekend at Rock Lake        A summer Provincial CGIT Camp 
Cake at Ft Steele – 1983   1979   on Vancouver Island 1983 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Explorers – from Doris Ellithorpe 
 

My time with the Explorers began when Mr. Ellis King was our minister! (1968-June 1973) 
It has existed before but fell by the wayside due to lack of girls wanting to attend.  
 With the help of some of the mothers we were able to get an active group going. Mrs. Fontaine was our 
pianist for a number of years.         

Explorers had a program agenda to follow – A prayer, a Hymn “This is my Fathers world” and bible 
study including Mission Study. 
 We introduced into our meetings – Mystery Mothers using ladies from the congregation who sent the 
girls, birthday cards, as well as Christmas, Valentines, Easter girls met their “Mothers”.  

Girls, Doris remembers are Kim Adachi, Rhonda Ife, Myrna Dowd, Grace & Claire Morrison, Tricia and 
Kerri Watson, 2 McDougal girls, Megan Andrychuk, Angie Foster – Rita Foster’s daughter, Shawna Steidl, 
Kathleen Corey, Phil & Maggie Fosters -2 daughters, Marlo Woods, Daleen Creally, Jeanie Argataoff’s 
daughter, Sandi Haberman, Shauna Badiuk, Lori Fisher and Heather Alexander.  

Shirley Milner took over the program from Doris Ellithorpe, and was assisted by Margaret Morrison.  
Pat Ridler later took over the Explorers group and the activities continued for some time as photo evidence will 
show. In a 1984 Initiation Class participants were Kerry Hall, Kelly Archibald, Kari White, Kerri Watson, Debbie 
Calder, Amy White, Christy Ridler, Shelly Smith.  

 
 
 

           
 
        More Youth stories to follow…. 
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  Obviously the Explorers had as much fun at camp as did C.G.I.T, Cubs and Scouts. This camp was held at 
Wasa Lake with at leader Pat Ridler  
 

                         
 
      
 

 
The paths of leadership are trod 

By those who fix their eyes on God; 
Their steadfast spirit points the way 

For us to follow day by day.   - D.Dehaan 
 

  Taken from Our Daily Bread   2009-2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROVERS and SCOUTS of the 3rd CRANBROOK TROOPS , UNITED CHURCH                      1966  
 

From Doug and Donna Alexander 
 
 

 
Motto Be Prepared  

 
The  Scout Promise is  

 
On my honor, I promise 

To do my best; 
To do my duty to God and the Queen, 

To help people at all times. 
 And to obey the Scout law 

 
The  Scout Law -  

A Scout is always to be trusted.  
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ROVERS  
 

You will recall in the “memories” by Joe Ward, he mentioned his joining Scouts and a Rover crew being 
formed.  It is believed the following picture is of that era, which Joe was speaking of.  It has not been identified. 
However, looking closely at the shoulder patches, a former scouter can tell they are definitely from the Scout 
movement. 

It is also suspected, the white haired gentleman on the left is L.P. Sullivan who was a Cranbrook 
businessman, from the Courier paper, to be exact. He had an interest in the Boy Scout movement and 
undoubtedly was involved with this troop.  It is a guess, but Tack Wood could be the Rover on the front right of 
the picture. Tack Wood is mentioned later in a 1956 report of a Rover Crew active in the United Church. 

 

    
 
There was a very valuable Remembrance Day historic article in the November 10, 2009 Townsman by Dan 
Mills.   Dan’s father had been a Scout leader in the 3rd Cranbrook troop. The article had the above photo of the 
cabin mentioned later. The photo ID – “Built by the keen Kootenay boys: The Rover shack and fireplace, circa 
1935, up Mause Creek in the St. Mary‘s lake valley.  

 
Scouting Reflections  
 

Among memorabilia from Doug Alexander’s Scouting days, is a Record Book from a Rover Crew dated 
from November 1955 to May 1957. 

In the Minute Book is a record of the Crew’s meetings. Names mentioned in them are known to some 
of us. They are Joe Renny as Skipper and Fergie Townsend as Rover Squire.  Assistant Rover leader was 
Frank Jones. The young men agreed that members would take turns monthly to chair their meetings. Names of 
other young men in the crew were – Larry Terney, Bob Clark, Bob Campsell, Ed Beynon, and Dick Martin. The 
crew’s neckerchiefs had to be blue with white trim as it was the traditional color of the United Church 3rd 
Cranbrook Scout Troop. Another interesting item – the crew were going to purchase snow shoes for winter 
activities. Eaton’s catalogue was selling them for $15.00.  In town they were $30.  They made up their own 
rules of the organization.  
 They had speakers in for interesting topics. They included Rev. R. Woollam, Sergeant Brabazon spoke 
of Citizen ship; Johnny Purdue, from the Forestry was to take them on a snowshoeing outing to White Lake; 
Frank Maher, Chief of the Fisheries department of the Kootenay’s; Tack Wood was going to show photos of 
how the old Rover cabin was made; Ernie Rowe, Civil Defense Co-coordinator spoke about CD and asked for 
some help in a March 1957 exercise.  
 There were notes on taking over the Santa Claus suits for use in Cranbrook. Outcome – unknown.  
They  spoke of their den – and they had acquire Pickwick Pattern Knotty Pine and Cedar for 2 wall of the den, 
and a Rocky Mountain Sheep’s head had been donated to them. The sheep’s head hung there for years. They 
even varnished the den walls.  The den was in the north end of the basement Sunday school area. We believe 
the original pine covered walls in the choir room are some of the originals from the Rovers’ days.  
 The Minutes did not go beyond May 1957.  Therefore it is hard to say how long this crew of Scout-
Rovers carried on in the church. However, Rover Scouts had to be age 16 and many of the members would be 
that age in 1956, and members were finished by the age of 18 years. 
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The Scout Troop era – Boys ages 11 – 18.  

 

 It can safely be said, Scouts and Cubs were active in the Cranbrook United church for many years.  
When Doug Alexander became active in 1962, he did so in response for a need for more leaders due 

to the large number of new scouts. He knew the value of the Scouting movement to boys from his own 
experience as a Scout.. Thus came his training to become a scout leader.  

Scout Master at the time was W.A.Taylor. Assistants were Jack Bailey, Steph. Atchison and later 
assistants were Charlie Willis, Bob Mills and Bob Butler.  The District Commissioner was Herb Andrews. Joe 
Renny replaced him. Following Joe Renny stepping down, Doug became District Commissioner.  All these men 
were members of the United Church.  

 Both Joe and Doug attained the distinction of being a Gilwell Scouter. Joe had attained his much 
earlier than Doug.  In 1964, Doug attended the first winter held Gilwell training event at Vernon.  There were 
many men at the event and the first part of the training was held at the United Church Camp - Hurlbert. The 
later few days were training exercises in winter scouting events and they went up to the Silver Star Ski hill for 
this.  Sleeping in snow cave was a very memorable part of the event.  

The 3rd troop had many outings – camps at Rock Lake, snowshoe winter hiking; they took part in 2 
exchange camps – one exchange was called Calbrook and they met up near Banff. Some Calgary troops and 
Cranbrook 3rd were the participants. Cranbrook came home with a trophy for “Best Patrol” in the Calbrook 
Camp in summer 1964, a tribute to the leadership of the Scout Masters. A return exchange with the same 
group was held out at Peckhams lake in late spring. It too, was memorable as the first night was cold and rainy.  
The next morning a fresh coat of snow was on the Steeples mountain range.  The 3rd Cranbrook again came 
home with “best troop trophy”.        

In 1965, a summer camp in July for Scouts needed one more adult to meet the camp requirements.  
Hospital Administrator, Lyman Swenerton was interested in helping, as his son was in the 3rd Cranbrook 
Scouts. Mr. Swenerton gave the scouts valuable lessons at night on the location of stars and how they were 
used by navigators during his years in the 2nd World War.  Due to a need to return to Cranbrook by Mr. 
Swenerton, Donna Alexander was called and took the challenge to become the second adult in camp to help 
the troop finish their camp. Other adults were scarce that summer.  Up till that time, it is not known if a woman 
had been at a Scout Camp, and the Alexander’s took their young son, Bob out to make it a real family event.  

Another memorable Scout Camp was in 1966, when the leaders took members of the Cranbrook 3rd 
Scouts to a BC/Yukon Scout Jamboree in Penticton, BC.  Much preparation was needed and in the end they 
had a great experience, on the hills around Penticton with its’ history of snakes in the area.  

Also to the leaders’ credit, many young men attained their Queen Scouts Badges. It took a lot of 
preparation and badges on the part of the scouts themselves.  One final activity was having to make a 
weekend hike of several miles into an area around Cranbrook and write a report on it when completed. Some 
of the names of the young men were – Inger Boyd’s son - Denis; Johnson Rose – Edith & Herb’s son; Allen 
Dezall – Hazel Dezall’s grandson;  Dick Dorwart, Dave Walde, and Peter Bolton.  
 Doug left the Scouting movement due to the demands of his professional job. The minister’s during his 
time were Rev.’s A.J. MacIntosh, Don Anderson, Ellis King and Will Morrison, a span of seventeen years.  
 A fund–raising activity that became very lucrative in the early years was the cutting and selling of “Boy 
Scout Christmas trees”.  By this time, Charlie Willis, nephew of Gordon Willis was involved as a Scout Leader.  
Many stories could be told about the Scouts assisting to cut trees, loading them to bring back to Cranbrook for 
sale. A new leader, Les Mawson was active at this time, too. 
 Cub leaders that can come to mind were Alec Brown who was a leader at the church for many years, 
and Ed Gunson.  They too, took Cubs to Rock Lake for spring time weekend camps. It is guaranteed the Cubs 
had as much fun as the Scouts with their dedicated leaders of the day.  
 

The following pictures of some of the activities of those wonderful years with the Scouts  
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Back Row – L-R , leaders Jack Bailey, Doug Alexander, Scout, Jim Dezall, Leader Steph Atchison 
Front Row L-R 1st, 2nd  3rd& 4th  boys - ??, with trophy from Calbrook Camp at Peckham’s Lake,  then 

Allen Dezall and Dick Dorwart.  
 

    
    
 1963 - over night hike to 
 Hell Roaring Creek, in the 

St. Mary’s Lake country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Below – Inspection of a troop before AM service. Note - there are Cubs in both pictures 
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  A follow the leader game – teaching “trust”      
  

  
Scout Camp with Joe Renny at 
Left back, Scout leaders Doug 
Alexander and Steph Atchison; DC- 
Herb Andrews  
2 of Joe’s boys are also  
in the picture out at Rock Lake 
in 1964 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Denis Boyd and Terry Cavell 
On Queen Scout hike –  
well prepared with heavy packs 
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Photos of Scout Troop and leaders in Penticton Jamboree in 1966 

     
 

2nd photo is of Les Mawson, Steph Atchison, Troop leader Allen Dezall and  District Commissioner, 
 Doug Alexander 

 

       
 
Scouting Countries Flags in Penticton  3rd Cranbrook Troop Tent area 
 

       United Church Badge for Religious Studies 
 

 
 

Who hath smelt wood smoke at twilight? 
Who hath heard the birch-log burning? 

Who is quick to read the noises of the night? 
Let him follow with the others, 

 for the young men’s feet are turning 
 to the camps of proved desire and known delight! 

………………………………………………….By  Rudyard Kipling. 
 
Cranbrook 3rd – Cubs  
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CUBS Continued The above Cub group photo appeared in a 1955/56 church booklet that featured photos and 
timetables listing all of the church activities, in a church Stewardship Visitation campaign. Rev. Ray Woollam 
was minister at the time.  The Cubs continued to be active into the 1970’s. Some leaders names found in old 
documents were Lorne Whiteman and Wally MacCrimmon 
 

Other Youth groups were established over the years.  One such was a group known as “High C’s.  
This group of “senior” teenagers was active during the mid 1950’s under Rev, Ray Woollam. Activities included 
dances in the Social Hall, and general social get togethers for discussions with minister.  
 In recent years, Peter Brown was a leader for the youth.  When Pastor David Morton came to 
Cranbrook part of his roll was to work with the youth.  One particular activity was with a musical group of teens 
who would hold “coffee houses” on Friday nights to which the congregation was invited.  Many of the youth he 
worked with were in the Mt. Baker High School Drama group and we have watched many of them perform in 
outstanding rolls.  Some have even gone on to theatrical careers.  
 
Youth Group – 1987-1994 – from Peter Brown 
 

After a 3 year absence, a youth ministry was begun in the fall of 
1987.  Our hope was to reach out to teens in our church, as well as 

those outside, to come together to have good, clean fun in a safe, 
Christian setting, to provide an opportunity to share the gospel, and to 

provide a place for growth in their faith and witness. 
We met on regularly on Sunday evenings from September to 

June, with special events usually being held on Friday or Saturday 
nights.  Events that happened year after year were ‘Wake-overs’, 
where we would stay up all night as opposed to having a ‘Sleep-over’; 
participation in the World Vision 30 Hour Famine, which would include a 
sleep-over; Banana nights, where all activities included a banana; 
retreats at Rock Lake Camp; decorating the Sanctuary Christmas tree. 

Another goal of this ministry was to interact with other youth 
groups in Cranbrook to encourage the teens to realize they weren’t the 
only Christians in town.  We held several Swim nights, participated in 
several Sno-Camps with the Pentecostal Church, went on bus trips to 
concerts with the Alliance Church and had ball games with the First 
Baptist youth.  There were city wide events that we were involved with 
including Search ’89, various concerts and youth rallies such as ‘Real 
Life... Real Sex’.                                           
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I would like to extend my sincere appreciate to the congregation at Cranbrook United for their support 
over those years, and to those who were directly involved with assisting in leading the youth.  They include 
Jean Jensen, Joan Lowe, Tannis Marks, Kipp Mikelson, Erik Lindquist, Jamie and Terri Jeffers, and Laird 
Siemens.  I also cannot forget Kee and Soon Bai, our custodians, who faithfully would come in after us and 
give the church one final clean up after our many events. 

I pray that after some 20 years has past, that the seeds that were planted in those many lives we 
touched would be bearing fruit that would be honoring to our Lord. 

 
Sincerely, in Christ, 
Peter Brown  
 
Historical Committee contributed to by Pat Ridler and Donna Alexander  
 
 A Historical Committee was initiated years ago, probably for the 50th Anniversary of Cranbrook United 
Church. According to Pat Ridler who had just moved to Cranbrook, and had joined the church, heard of the 
Historical Committee. It was an area of interest to her so she joined the committee. Two very long term 
members, Agnes Smith and “Mac” McPhee were on the committee.  Everything was so very new to her at the 
meetings as the members spoke of happenings in the church. They were away above her head.  However, she 
persevered and is today, 2009, the only member of the Historical Committee.  Pat has and still is endeavoring 
to put records and special project information in a systematic form in the upstairs – History Library, a natural 
process of someone who operated a “Book Store”.                                       Cont’d 
  
 
Historical Committee continued.. The following are examples of some of the documents Pat has found in 
strange places throughout the church.   
 
      Certificate dated December 1936, that acknowledges the CGIT as an affiliated CGIT to the Women’s 
Missionary Society, and that the Junior Group of the  church is enrolled as an Affiliated Canadian Girls in 
Training whose purpose is: to promote the spirit of Christian Friendship amongst all the people of the  world 
through Understanding, Appreciation and Service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pat has years of Annual General meetings of the church for reference, and they have been immensely helpful 
to me as I looked up different dates. Also are Thank You’ – and certificates which include 
 

         
                   Young Life             Bikes for Bibles      
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The Church supported all these organizations  
 

The following photo was taken of the church’s mixed girls and boys Junior Choir in the year 1931- 
1932.  

All 33 names of the members are on the photo along with names of Organist, Mrs. Morgan; Mr. 
Morgan – Choir Leader and Minister Rev R.W. Hardy.   You can see the front of the church and choir loft in 
their original form with the pipe organ and door to under the organ to the left.  

The other notable item is, the photo was presented by the Men’s Brotherhood, and picture was taken 
by Nelson Studio’s of Cranbrook. 

 
 
 
In 1946, the Junior Choir was still using the black and white choir robes.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Another photo of a Junior Choir – Tommy Beynon, Organist is on the left, with Mrs. MacPhee, Choir 

Leader and Rev R.E Cribb on right, during the years approximately 1942-1946.  
 

Front Row names include Kathy Sutherland, Anne Lindgren, Zoe Brown, Colene Reid, 1 unknown name, Marie 
Caire ,Donna Wheeler, Mike Falkins, Bobbie Wall, Gordon Laurie and Gordon service.  
Middle Row – Connie Giles (Proctor) Norma Service, Shirley Webster, Rhoda Moore( Basaraba)  
Dorothy Campbell, Gordon Walmsley.  
Back Row – Anne Cribb, Beatrice Wooding, Helen Mann (Renny), Doreen Service, Bev Ellis (Dixson) 
3 unknowns and Marie Eriksom. 
 

Rev Bryan Coldwell was the minister during 1958-1962.  The junior choir members were in their new 
blue gowns. This is a cover of a booklet prepared for a church visitation in support of a building fund. 
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 This photo shows the back wall of the choir loft 
covered with a light wood and cross put in place by Mr. 
& Mrs. R.E Sang in memory of their daughter.  In the 
extensive renovations of the sanctuary, the windows 
were reopened and the Cross kept. It was 
resuspended in its present location. 
  
36 boys and girls were in the choir in new choir gowns.   
The photo is taken in the early years of 
approximately1960’s.  Edith Rose was an assistant 
mother to the choir during this time.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

By the mid 1970’s, a much smaller choir was still together.  Donna Alexander assisted Tommy Beynon 
during choir practice due to his failing health.  There are no photos of the choir in those days.  Rev. Will 
Morrison was the minister at the time. He would allow Tommy and Donna to select the Sunday hymns to sing 
on the Sunday the children sang.  Children taking part were Leslie and Wayne Franklin, Carrie and Robbie 
Frocklage, Heather and Bob Alexander, Claire and Grace Morrison, Michael and Trisha Pagurut, Kent and 
Heidi Keiver; Heather and Bob Alexander.  

Christy Morton also led a small group of children who enjoyed singing. They assist during per-church 
“Praise” singing and at Christmas choral events.   
 
SENIOR CHOIRS  
  Choir members -1987  
Back Row – Jim Johnston, Peter Davidson, Ed Ebby, Steven Bahrey, and a “young” Pastor Jack Lindquist 

 
3nd Row – Sheila Gorrie, Sally Somerville, Joan (Lowe) Ogloff, Doreen Tahcker 
and Ruth Johnston 
 
2nd row- Donna Alexander, Dianne Pagurut, May Willmott, Marion Hurd, Shirley 
Tyson, Ann McKay 
 
1st Row – Dorothy Wylie, Edith Rose, and  

Pat Townshend, Choir Director 
 
Set-ins, front left – Wilma and Ossie Franklin, Don Holt, 
Organist Margaret Westrup,Organist  and Wilf Prouten  
 
 
 
Choir at Christmas 1993 –  
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Men – Don Holt, Alexander Gilmour, David Moyes*,Wilf Prouten, Pastor Jack Lindquist 
3rd row – Sheila Gorrie, Margaret Jakobsen*,  Eileen Clark*, Ruth Johnston, Heather Moyes*, Pat Townshend  
2nd Row – Donna Alexander. Dianne Pagurut, Gail Brown*, Chris Shipp*, Roberta Robertson* 
Front Row- Marion Hurd, Edith Rose, Ann McKay and Margaret Archibald*- organist 
*- New members 
    
 

 
 

 
Christmas 2001  
Back Row – Pastor David Morton* Don Holt, Steven Bahrey, Pastor Jack Lindquist 
2nd Row – Eleanor MacKinnon* Marg Jakobsen, Eileen Clark, Ann McKay, Chris Shipp 

1st Row – Donna Alexander, Dianne Pagurut, May 
Willmott, Marion Hurd, Christy Morton* 
Edith Rose, Organist – Margaret Archibald.  
*- New members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
         
Easter 2009 
Back Row – Pat Townshend, Chris Ship, Sean Ternoway 
2nd Row – Eileen Clark, Joan Bannister*,  Ann McKay 
Edith Rose 
3rd Row - Donna Alexander, Dianne Pagurut, Bre 
Tironese, Kayla Butler, Marion Hurd.  
*-New  
Missing – Margaret Jakobsen 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL PHOTOS 
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This photo has hung in the office for some time asking, “Can any of the Sunday school Children be identified”?  
 

Sunday School Rooms  
 
Sunday School area in basement newly renovated area 1958-1961, floor tiled and new ceiling lights with 
circular activity tables. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Newer Bulletin Boards early 1990’s 

   

              
 

ROOMS YOU MAY NOT HAVE VISITED       or         ITEMS  WONDERED ABOUT 
 
1990’s newly renovated Nursery and well stocked supply of toys 
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Youth Den, brightly painted by the Youth group was originally the minister’s study.  
The minister’s study was later moved up stair to present location. The room sat empty for some years then 
turned into a nursery and eventually “the Den”.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SAMPLES OF SUNDAY SCHOOL SPECIAL EVENTS  
Christmas Pageants 

       
 
 
“SHOE BOXES” AT CHRISTMAS - PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY WAS LEAD BY CUC FOR SEVERAL 
YEARS 

 
 

During the late 1980 and early 1990’s the  Sunday school brought us delightful Christian Musicals. Doris 
Ellithorpe was a Sunday school leader and remembers well the following: 
Joseph and His Technicolor Coat; Cool In the  Furnace; 100% Chance of Rain and The Great Potantate. 
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Sunday School fun in the Park – June 2009 - Above 

 
 

 
Celebration Sunday –  

June 2009 
 

Cathy Hageman has faithfully 
given Sunday school service  
to the children on an  
alternating basis with lessons  
and bright craft items. 
This was crafts on June 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROCK LAKE CAMP – in the Baynes Lake country south east of Jaffrey BC. 

 
 Rock Lake Camp is set in a beautiful setting amongst trees, with a 
creek running through the property and has a small lake.  

Many children from all faiths have attended summer camps since it 
was established. 

A committee from the Presbytery members managed the camp.  It was 
originally cabins and a main cinder brick kitchen dining room. The cabins were 
made of wood and not electrified. Electricity arrived some time later.   

Work bees would be held in the spring to clean up the camp area for 
spring and summer use.  The Cranbrook AOTS men worked hard towards the upkeep of the building.  

In more recent years with the lack of camp use to hold summer children camps, the BC Conference is 
struggling to decide what to do with it.  However, as this process has been taking place a small committee has 
made more changes to the facilities and made the camp self sustaining.  A camping area has been opened for 
the family “camper, tents and trailers” for a fee.  
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Rock Lake Camp has been extensively used over the years by Cubs and Scouts camps sites, Women 
and Men’s retreats, Church Yearly Socials, and undoubtedly conferences.   
 

    
 
Large gathering in Rock Lake Camp            Suzanne MacNeil, Kay Romano, Nancy Smith 
for Women’s Retreat, May 25, 1997      Katherine Shandrowsky  
 
At right is beautiful Rock Lake – painted by Treva Burton in 1994 and used as a fund Raiser on 
hasty Note paper by the Rock Lake Society committee.   
 

                          
 
 
The Cross Banner was made by Barb Alaric and signed by ladies 
attending the Women’s Retreat in 1997 at Rock Lake Camp 
 

 
 
 
 

The BANNER LADY  - Mary McTagart Stevely Servis 
 
 

*The heart of any church is in it’s congregation. The No. 1 
parishioner on the Church Historic Registration Role was Mary Servis.  
Mary was part of the Stevely family of Lumberton and in the early 
days worked as a telephone operator.  She raised her brother George 
following her mother’s illness, as well as three daughters and one son.  
Mary became known as the Banner Lady, having made the beautiful 
banners that grace the wall of the Cranbrook United Church 
throughout the year.  Her love of the church and God is evident in her 
careful attention to detail and craftsmanship exhibited in her work.  

(* from the  75th Church Anniversary Pictorial) 
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There are 31 banners hanging in the Banner storage area made by Mary Servis. A sample of her work follows: 
 

Four Seasons            
 
 

 
 

                       Themes of Advent and other Special occasions 
 

              
  

 

                               
                                                                                             Banners Continued 

 
Banners Continued                                              

The banner below show the amount of detail work that is needed to represent the beauty of God’s World.  
All skillfully put together to the Glory of God by Mary Servis.  
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2007 
from Unknown Donor      More recent Banners 

              
       
    
 
 
 
                                2009  Front Entrance made by Donna Alexander 
 
New Front Entrance  
 This project was a welcomed change to the entry to the church.  For years the congregation entered 
and left through the original front door by using stairs.  Due the congregation’s awareness for a need to 
change, the decision was made for a total renovation of the entrance.  It included our famous “lift” elevator for 
those in need of the lift and was a great blessing for many. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Garfield Hallborg presented the keys to Pastor Jack Lindquist in 1986. 
 
 
 
 
Stained Glass windows were added later, to complete the area. 
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New front doors in Memory of Ruth and Jim Johnston placed by her family  
 daughter and son Norma Macintosh and Alec 

 

                                 
 
 
 

FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES  
 

       
 
UCW committee making Chili Sale as Fund-raiser for Sam Steel Days in June – Keeping the pot warm outside 
with David Whitaker, Marion Howe and Pat Townshend helping to serve up the “goodies”.  
Work crew members ?  Ellie McKinnon, Pat and Marion,  Doris Wright, Cora Salanski and Edna Ferguson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Cranbrook United Church               Reflections of 80 Years of 
Service           1929-2009   

REFLECTIONS of the HOLY SPIRIT AMONG US - 1929 – 2009  

47 

 
 
A 2004 the UCW produced this cook book with many interesting recipes contributed by 
congregation members. It too, had thoughtful messages such as the following: 
 
 
 
Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels 

unawares”. 

                                          Hebrews 13:2 

 
 
 

 
                 Plant sale        Unique Junque Sale                             Baking, Too - 2006 
                                                                                                                    

       
 
 
More Fundraising  - Special Entertainment evenings included Musical comedy skits from the choir, 
talent nights, Pie Socials and Auctions 

 
 
 
Garfield Hallborg  - in recitation and as MC  
 
 
1973.  Garfield Hallborg- MC at an evening Talent night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This Cook Book was a fund raiser by the Choir for the church in 1973.  
It was prepared with recipes from the congregation.  
Doreen Thacker edited it and Sally Somerville prepared the illustrated front page and 
section pages with art work.  
Minister - Rev. Ellis King, M.A 
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Throughout the pages were short Thoughts of the Day  
 

Such as:   Oh, cakes and friends we should choose with care, 
Not always the fanciest cake that’s there 

                         Is the best to eat!  And the plainest friend  
                                                               Is sometimes the finest one, in the end. 
 
    Here is a sample of a very “Spiritually nutrious” cake. 
    

Spiritual Cake – from Ora Sutton – choir member 
1 c. Jeremiah 6:20   (sugar) 
3     Jeremiah 17:11  (eggs) 
1/3 c. Judges 4:19   (Milk) 
3 Tbsp 1 Samuel 14:25 (Honey) 
2 1/4 c. 1 Kings  4.22 ( Flour) 
1 c.    1 Samuel 30:12 (Raisins) 
½ c. Judges 6:26 (Butter) 
1 c. Nanrum 3:12 (Figs) 
1 c. Numbers 17.8 (Almonds) 
½ tsp Leviticus (Salt) 
2  tsp Amos 4:15 (Baking Powder) 
    to taste II Chronicles  16:14  (Spices)  

                                       Mix in order as given, Bake in shallow pan 1 hour @375 oven 
 
 

Use hospitality one to another without judging.  1 Peter4:9 
 

If it weren’t for the last minute, a lot of things would never get done -  75th Anniversary Cook book  
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ROOMS and AREAS in the church you may not have visited 
 

      
 
The above are view of walls of a Resource Library with books and tapes of many of the religious study 
programs. It has also accumulated outside banners and Thank You plaques.  It was the original library spoke of 
in one of the early Memories of the church. It is across from the ladies bathroom, on the way down to the 
Prayer Room.  
 
Below- 2009 Minister’s study                                                               Fire Escape Rope “In Case of “ 
 

   
 
 
Banner Rooms 
           behind Choir loft              
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More Storage for Candles, Baskets Storage, Large Banners and Flowers 
 

 
 
 

Prayer Room was the former outer office for original 
minister’s study.  It later became a piano room and teaching 
area for Tommy Beynon.  The present piano in the Social 
Hall was donated by Tommy’s family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Choir dressing room, at far end of the present Sunday school area.  It at one time was used by the Rover 
Crew and where the Sheep’s head hung. It also was a dressing area for numerous junior choirs.  The Senior 
choir has added the seating and rug. The Wall has an original large mirror. There are drawers and a floor to 

ceiling cupboard to store music.    
      
 
                             
 Picture to right – obviously an Antique rocking chair for very short 
people.  This is in the upstairs Office/History records room.  
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Original Baptism Font and Communion Table 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Behind the table are two Oak Plant stands donated in Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Vic Brown. 

The  baptism font is dedicated in memory of Laurie, Miriam and Mildred, last names unknown. 
 
Rhe  first child to be baptized in the new Cranbrook United church was Helen Feidler (Maidment).  
 
The tall Plant table center back was placed by the CGIT when the last CGIT members graduated in the early 
1980’s.  
 
 

 
 

CHURCH TRUSTEES  

 
 It is the policy of the United Church of Canada, a committee of church members become “Trustees” of 
the local church.  As the local church is not owned by the local congregation, but by the Presbytery of the area, 
and it is held in “trust”. The Trustees duty’s is to oversee the property and its’ use by the local congregation.  

Throughout the years many have served as Trustees. Some of those names you have seen in 
previous write-ups, and undoubtedly their fathers were trustees at one time in the 80 years for Cranbrook 
United Church. 

 
 
 
 

 Our current trustees in 2009 include: 
    Cora Salanski          Steven Bahrey 
    Doris Ellithorpe        Clark Purvis 
    Rhoda Basaraba     Garfield Weston 
 
 
Ministry at Cranbrook United Church: 1984-2006  - Rev. Jack Lindquist  
 

Highlights of “Pastor Jack’s” ministry among us. 
 

When the Search Committee interviewed me in February of 1984, prior to my call to Cranbrook U.C., 
one of my stated goals was that, Lord willing, the Bethel Bible Series might be introduced as a major 
component of the Adult Christian Education program here. Soon after I began my ministry the project was 
approved and C.U.C. enrolled. 
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  Why was I so excited about Bethel? A former moderator, The Rt. Rev. Lois Wilson had expressed the 
view, in an Observer Article, that the greatest need of our denomination was to overcome ‘biblical Illiteracy in 
the pews.’.  Having learned about how the program worked, I was convinced, it was tailor made to lift our 
members and adherents from a Sunday School knowledge of some Bible Stories to a fuller, more mature 
understanding of the whole biblical narrative. 

The Bethel program challenged us to set a high level of commitment, if we were to achieve excellent 
results. Following two weeks of training in the summer of 1985, we came back to recruit our first “Level Two” 
class of up to 12 lay teacher trainees who would commit to an intensive two year discipleship course, learning 
the concepts and becoming equipped, if called upon, to teach or administer the Level One Bethel classes that 
would follow for the congregation in general. In the fall of 1987, we launched the first two classes of 30 each, 
and in January 1988, a further class of 30 was begun. Imagine Wednesday nights with 90 plus folk coming into 
the building for Bible Study. It was a very joyful time. 

Classes continued year after year in both Level One and Level Two. By the time the last Bethel Bible 
Classes were offered in 2003, there were 214 Bethel grads. Several folk took the program more than once. 
Many have shared with me what a life transforming faith experience the Bethel Series provided them.  

The anticipated spin-off blessings did happen, including an eagerness to continue studying the Bible 
together or as individuals. For example, one group that was launched was called ‘The Bible Bunch’ a small 
group home study that met for many years after they finished Bethel. It was gratifying to see so many of the 
laity becoming equipped biblically to give leadership in the life of the congregation.  

Another important lay ministry program, which Cranbrook United embraced in the early 90s, was the 
Stephen Ministry Series. Again it was a project not designed by the United Church of Canada, but was and is 
used in many denominations, including the Lutheran, Anglican, and Roman Catholic Churches, as well as our 
own. Three lay persons and myself traveled to Edmonton, Alberta in the fall of 1992 to train for two weeks to 
learn to administer, teach and supervise this program of confidential pastoral care within the congregation. Lay 
trainers equipped classes of members to become one to one care givers to people in need who were referred 
to the Stephen Leaders from within the congregation or wider community. We actually included some Anglican 
and Roman Catholic parishioners as Stephen ministers, and had a joint United--R.C. leadership team at one 
stage. 

The Stephen Series also provided resources for teaching classes in Caring Evangelism, which were 
offered on more than one occasion, as well as classes in discovering and utilizing ones biblically based 
Spiritual Gifts. 

By the beginning of the new millennium, and with the arrival of our second pastor on staff, the Rev. 
David Morton, Stephen Ministry gave way to another pastoral care program, based on a model from a United 
Church in Saskatchewan, for equipping lay ‘shepherds’ to keep in touch with the most needy within the 
congregation through caring phone calls and occasional pastoral visits. A team of committed, ‘Keeping In 
Touch’ lay administrators, some of whom had been involved in Stephen Ministry, met regularly to oversee this 
caring ministry under the pastors’ supervision. 

Another essential to the life of a Spirit-led congregation is prayer. Written prayer requests were 
encouraged and offered in the worship services. These prayer requests were then passed on to a prayer team 
for distribution to ‘prayer warriors;’ lay folk committed to intercessory prayer. A small group began meeting 
every Thursday morning to pray for those needs and for others from the congregation and the wider church. A 
‘prayer chain’ was formed and special confidential requests went out by phone and Internet to individuals for 
prayer. 

Ministry with children and youth was another important focus in the life of the congregation in those 
years. I am grateful to many committed folk who assisted in the nurturing of the kids through our Sunday school 
and youth programs. In the early 90s, as we worked on doing summer Vacation Bible School, someone felt 
inspired to suggest we rent Rock lake Camp and hold “Vacation Bible Camps’ there. So began a long running 
annual weeklong ministry at that beautiful location where God’s love and the Good News of Jesus touched 
many young lives, while experiencing a 24/7 Christian community. 

Other ministries we were blessed to see spring up during the two--plus decades we were there 
included the volunteer staffing of the nursery, as it became more fully utilized, and the organizing of the 
ushering ministry, which for many years served two morning services. 

I am grateful to God for the privilege of having served in a congregation with so many gifted laymen 
and women, who came to believe, in accordance with the slogan of the Bethel Series that we were and are 
“Blessed to be a Blessing.” 
  
The Rev. (Pastor) Jack Lindquist 
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APHA …..  
 
 

 
 
 
 
MINISTRY AT CRANBROOK UNITED CHURCH from  BARBARA LANGTON  
 
 80th  Anniversary Celebration  
 
November 29th, 2009 
 

From one of the body of Christ in the Kootenays to the church of Christ that is Cranbrook United 
Church, greetings.  
So might the apostle Paul have written one of his letters to you if Paul were still alive. As you know, Paul is long 
since dead, but Christian communities still survive. 
 

I shared in ministry with you for almost two years, coming to be amongst you in July 2006 as 
intentional interim minister. I hope you know that it was an interesting and rewarding time. 
I laughed with you and cried with you, argued with you and prayed with you. You shared with me your immense 
talents for ministry, many of which had been taught to you in the twenty-two years that Jack Lindquist served at 
Cranbrook and the seven years David Morton was with you. You sub-titled your 2004 Joint Needs Assessment 
Committee Report The Gifts We Have/The Gifts We Are and I discovered plenty of these gifts. 

While worshipping with you on Sunday November 22nd, 2009, I listened to the people rising to make 
announcements. I heard and read about some of the gifts that you continue to share with the gathered 
community of Cranbrook United Church and the wider church.  

I heard about the hard work of a large group of men in the congregation who put on a turkey dinner for 
the congregation. 

I heard about the hard work of a large group of women in the congregation who presented the 
Christmas tea and bake sale. I listened to a report about the small group of children who made crafts and had a 
‘white elephant’ stall at the same tea. 

I heard about the success of your ‘breakfast ministry’ and how volunteers continue to come into the 
kitchen or upper hall to share with folks who have a particular need for a good meal and a warm place in which 
to gather with others. 

I watched as ‘the cookie monster’ asked for your help to make the cookie walk a success.I read about 
the Bible Study groups that thrive in your midst, the “Carolfest” that will take place in your sanctuary on 
December 9th, and the Christmas gift certificates you gather for your breakfast guests. I even read in the Daily 
Townsman a story about the sock drive in which you are involved. 

Yes, I know, you have your challenges. So did the churches to whom Paul wrote his letters so long 
ago. I also believe that you have the resources you need for ministry to thrive in Cranbrook and Cranbrook 
United Church. The Gifts We Have/The Gifts We Are is still a phrase that you can say with confidence will be 
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sufficient for you for the years ahead of you.  I close with a word found at the end of Paul’s letter to the church 
of Corinth: the grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. May love be with all of you in Christ Jesus. ( 1 Corinthians 
16.21) 
 
Barbara Langton  
 
MINISTERS THROUGHT THE YEARS 
    

                                                     
                                

     Rev. Ralph W. Hardy                        Rev. R.E. Cribb 
            1931-1940                                      1942-1946 

        

                          
 
         Rev. Ray Woollam                      Rev. Bryan Colwell                          Rev. Will Morrison 
             1954-1958      1958-1963               1973-1979 

      (Photo Taken at Ft Steele Church Service) 
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  Pastor Jack Lindquist &          Pastor David Morton Nathanel &         Pastor Barb Langton 
    Mary 1984- 2006   Christy 2001 - 2006                        2006-2008 
        
 
 
 

  2008 -  
 
Jim and Joan Sherret – center with Ann Hanson – R and Mary Dalman – L  
folding Sunday Bulletins. 
Behind them is the current location of the library in the former stage turned to a “Lounge” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SPECIAL PEOPLE Involved over the years at Cranbrook United 
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SECRETARYS – are a blessing to any business or organization.  They are the right hand to the 

minister and groups who assist in the work of the church.  The following names are not in order of employment 
but are still a blessing to us.  Marie Grant, Inger Boyd, Hazel McDonald, Norma Ewaskow, Tannis Marks, Chris 
Plonka, Leah Perry, Sherry McElroy, Shawna Steidl, Carol Patton and Cindy Stevely  
 

JANITORIAL STAFF - ______, Mr & Mrs Bristol, _______, Kee and Soon Bai  
WHAT IS A CHURCH   
 

According to several sources – on the internet and dictionaries, one can read, a church is a body or 
organization of religious believers: as a public divine worship.  Another version of the meaning is - people who 
ascribe to the teaching of a Holy One. In combining the two meaning, one can then safely say it is the people 
who congregate to fulfill their beliefs in a Holy One. In the Christian world we scribe to the teaching of our Lord 
and Savior- Jesus Christ.  
 As I have seen throughout compiling your words and reviewing the pictures of acts of worship – it is my 
belief, there is a deep feeling among members who ascribe to Holy Beliefs and they are the church in 
“Cranbrook United Church, of Canada”.  
 

  
 

 Corner Stone of our Christian Faith  
 


